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From the Desk of the Director:
Cathy Williams

   

Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

LOCAL HISTORY

Cathy Williams The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg
Sue Sherman Night Tree by Eve Bunting (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson The Christmas Train by David Baldacci
Ann Mirisola Perfect Christmas by Debbie Macomber
Mary Householder   Deck the Halls by Mary Higgins Clark 
Mary Bisaccia Wishin’ and Hopin’ by Wally Lamb
Lorraine Piazza  A Christmas Home by Gregory Kincaid
Cindy Billingslea     Dream Snow by Eric Carle (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos Christmas in Plains by Jimmy Carter (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Santa Retires by David Biedrzycki (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
Andrew Bisaccia       The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Pageant  by Anonymous

      “Perhaps no custom reveals our character as a Nation so 
      clearly as our celebration of Thanksgiving Day.”
                                                  -- President Ronald Reagan

        The holidays are upon us!  As your life goes into fast 
     mode, know that the Derby Public Library has scheduled 
many events to help you both prepare for and enjoy the 
holidays. From the cooking demo, Vegging Out for the 
Holidays on Nov. 17, to the craft classes, Holiday Gifts-Going 
Green on Nov. 18 and Dec. 9, to the holiday lunchtime book 
discussion, An Irish Country Christmas on Dec. 10, we are 
here to help you get into the holiday spirit.  Of course, as 
tradition dictates, our Annual Holiday Open House will take 
place on Dec. 15. The day’s activities have expanded over 
the past 12 years to include free holiday raffles, cookies, 
punch, afternoon music provided by staff member Marc 
Weissman on the keyboard, and of course, the return of the 
CT Yuletide Carolers in the evening. I hope everyone will 
join us for this special day! 
    Knowledge, culture, enjoyment, and community are all 
words used in the Library’s mission statement. In keeping 
with this commitment, we welcome and provide a learning 
space for several different groups. The Derby Public Schools 
use our Teen Zone area daily during school hours for its 
Alternative Education program. Several Valley Literacy 
Volunteers use the Library to meet with their students on a 
weekly basis. And of course, the neighboring schools and 
daycare facilities continue to visit the Library on a regular 
basis.
    I hope you have all had the opportunity to view our 
website’s new look. It is now more colorful and user-friendly.  
Did you know that you can search the catalog, renew 
materials, view your account, access databases, ask 
questions and make suggestions, take a virtual tour of the 
Library, and like us on Facebook just by going to 
www.derbypubliclibrary.org? 
    While I’m on the subject of new…there will be some 
changes to our newsletter in 2015. We are keeping the 
same basic format (thank you for all the positive comments) 
but will be making the calendar of events easier to read.  
The new year will also bring changes to some our on-going 
programs, such as our Local History sessions, Tech Times, 
and Just for Women series. We will keep you posted.  
    One more new thing to mention…have you seen the new 
digital photo frames now located at both the adult and 
children’s circulation desks? With our busy program 
schedule, more photos are added weekly. Were you spotted 
at the Library?
    As listed in Staff Picks, my favorite holiday story is The 
Polar Express (as my family can attest to) so I am closing 
my last column of 2014 with the closing lines from that 
magical book.
    At one time, most of my friends could hear the bell, but 
as years passed, it fell silent for all of them.  Even Sarah 
found one Christmas that she could no longer hear its 
sweet sound. Though I’ve grown old, the bell still rings for 
me, as it does for all who truly believe.
              -- Chris Van Allsburg, The Polar Express                 

                With the holidays fast approaching, here are some helpful tips to keep your season jolly when it comes to 
                  using your mobile devices:
 Delete unwanted apps, images and music well before the holidays arrive to make room on your device for upcoming 
    photos or videos. You surely want to avoid having to delete random images or videos in a panic just to make room for 
    those spontaneous New Year’s Eve pics.
 Buy your cables and batteries now: It’s best not to wait until the presents are unwrapped the morning of to find out you need an HDMI cable or more AAA or Lithium batteries. 
    Amazon is one good source for inexpensive cables if you need them quickly, while Monoprice sells long cables for pennies a foot as well.
 Organize holiday card addresses early: Cozi is a great app to help you stay organized plus its “Contacts” feature allows you to upload all of your friends’ and family’s addresses 
    easily into one place and even time-stamp them with your last edit date. You can convert them easily into holiday card-ready labels, as well. Just download the app from your 
    iPhone or Android device or go to the website www.cozi.com.
 Organize your photos, gift ideas, and holiday checklists. “Evernote” is a list-making app that helps with the decision-making process beyond simply writing down holiday wish lists. 
    Evernote allows you to clip products and prices from online sites right while you’re comparison-shopping or snap a photo of a product or even scan in paper lists.
 Send holiday cards from your phone using the various card apps available for most mobile operating systems. The apps typically allow you to personalize greeting cards from your 
    phone plus include digital pictures of your kids, vacation or family and friends. The cards can often be digitally created on your phone with a paper copy also sent anywhere in the 
    United States at a very reasonable cost.
 Put all your receipts on your smartphone. If you’ve ever been to a retail store on December 26th, you know how frantic and time-consuming gift returns can be. Luckily, there’s an 
    app to alleviate your frustrations. Snap a picture of your receipt with “ReturnGuru” and the app will track your pending returns, allow easy access, and alert you before your return 
    window is over.
Good luck and Happy Holidays!

   Being that libraries and literacy are synonymous, the 
majority of my columns are devoted to the role the Library 
and parents play in enhancing a child’s literacy skills. 
We are always on the lookout for new ideas and continually 
brainstorming on how we can incorporate our efforts to 
enhance our service.  
   This leads me to the introduction of the newest enrichment to our story times 
for children ages birth to 5 years, the Very Ready Reading Program. This 
principle is all about “sharing” with your child. It is often said that a child’s first 
teacher is their parent. That being said, the key to this early literacy program 
is bonding with your child through communication. These 7 steps, that are an 
integral part of story time, may be practiced at home – any time, any day.  
- Share Books – reading together is the very best way to raise a reader
- Share Sounds – sounds are the building blocks of words
- Share Words – knowing many words helps a child build a larger vocabulary
- Share Rhymes – rhymes help a child understand that words have 
   different parts and rhythms                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Share Songs – songs add joy to the understanding of sounds and words
- Share Stories – listening to stories helps a child connect with the world
- Share Playtime – playing together builds a loving bond between parent 
   and child
   The 7 Days/7 Ways philosophy recommends activities that parents or 
caregivers can incorporate into their daily routine. These themed handouts 
featuring songs, rhymes and other activities will be available for caregivers 
attending story times to reinforce the curriculum from class at home. Parents 
who may have a caregiver attend story time with their child will benefit from 
the handouts being they have the opportunity to share through communication 
which is the key to this early literacy program.  
   With the holiday season upon us, we are excited to be hosting several 
programs that you may want to include in your holiday plans. Girls ages 7-11 
are invited to step back in time with Samantha, Felicity, Kirsten, Josefina, Molly 
and Kaya during an American Girl Thanksgiving on Saturday, Nov. 15 at 
11:00 AM. Discover each girl’s way of life as she prepares for Thanksgiving 
with hands-on activities.
   Join us on Sat., Dec. 13 at l0:00 AM for Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
featuring stories, songs and a reindeer ornament craft. This program is geared 
for children ages 3-8 
   We welcomes children’s author Tarra Kiamos Andrews on Fri., Dec. 5 at 
10:00 AM for the reading of her book No Peanuts for Santa. Ms. Andrews is 
a Seymour resident who was inspired to write this book based on her own 
experience with her daughter’s food allergies. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing the day of the event.
   The calendar also includes autumn bingo, after school ornament workshop, 
music and movement programs, and more throughout the holiday season.  
   Just a reminder . . .there is no fee to attend any of these programs, but 
registration is requested.  
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Join us for our 
Annual Holiday Open House 

Monday, December 15th, 11:00 AM – 7:30 PM
Connecticut Yuletide Carolers , 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

 

                        Christmas Today vs. Christmas Yesteryear   
                                      While there are some traditions that hold on over the years, other Christmas rituals change. 
                                    It is fun when the media releases the most popular or asked-for toys each Christmas. This 
                                    Christmas list from 1913 seems a little Spartan by today’s standards: candy, nuts, rocking 
                                     horse, dolls, mittens/gloves, toy trains, oranges, books, handkerchiefs and ice skates. In 2013, 
                                     the top ten items children asked for were Furby Boom ($65), Teksta Robotic Puppy, LeapPad 
                                      Ultra, Flying Fairy, Bug Hugs Elmo, Barbie Dream House, Giggly Monkey, Nerf Gun, Ninja 
                                      Turtles and Legos.
                                       The Christmas meal has varied quite a bit over the past 100-150 years. We now note the 
absence of plum pudding, a Christmas staple of the Victorian Era. Made with raisins, currants, beef suet, eggs, flour, 
sugar, sweet meats and brandy, it was often served while lit aflame. Mincemeat pie has seemed to carry over from 
the olden days, but the pudding has been replaced by a variety of other pies, with pumpkin and fruit being the most 
popular. Buffalo meat was on the 1914 menu, and goose was common as well, which sound more appealing than an 
1857 Christmas specialty, boiled smoked tongue.   
   In Colonial America there were no Christmas celebrations. As recently as 100 years or so ago, such observances 
were declared illegal in many parts of the United States, including most of New England, being defined as pagan and 
a reproach to the Lord. Today, it is against the law in some areas to display any Christmas symbols that are not 
pagan in nature. The erecting of nativity scenes, for example, are banned in some regions of America. Ironically, 
New England is one such area.
   In Puritan Massachusetts, anyone caught observing the holiday was obliged to pay a fine. Connecticut also 
enacted a law forbidding the celebration of Christmas . . . and the baking of mincemeat pies. A few of the earliest 
settlers, however, did celebrate Christmas but it was far from a common holiday during the Colonial era.
   Fast forward a bit and you arrive at 1914. Believe it or not, Christmas 100 years ago wasn’t celebrated that much 
differently than we do today — just on a smaller scale. The Christmas tree had really gained popularity, and a larger 
percentage of American households had their own Christmas tree. Before that, Christmas trees were usually only 
seen in public places, like stores or churches or town halls. The cost of Christmas trees ranged from 25 cents to 50 cents.
   Today, Valley children whose families cannot afford toys for Christmas turn to programs such as Toys 4 Kids and 
local churches who generously donate gifts. In 1910, over 100 children received Christmas gifts from the Sunshine 
Society. The Salvation Army and local churches also worked to make sure that every child has a gift. No matter how 
Christmas is celebrated, the generosity of neighbors for each other has always been what makes Christmas such a 
special occasion. 

                                          In December, 1975, Jones Tree Farm donated  a six foot blue spruce Christmas tree to 
the Library. It was decorated by the Friends of the Library with suet, peanut  butter and seeds, cranberry and 
popcorn garlands to feed the local wildlife. It was placed on the patio outside the back of the Library.
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    photos or videos. You surely want to avoid having to delete random images or videos in a panic just to make room for 
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 Buy your cables and batteries now: It’s best not to wait until the presents are unwrapped the morning of to find out you need an HDMI cable or more AAA or Lithium batteries. 
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    easily into one place and even time-stamp them with your last edit date. You can convert them easily into holiday card-ready labels, as well. Just download the app from your 
    iPhone or Android device or go to the website www.cozi.com.
 Organize your photos, gift ideas, and holiday checklists. “Evernote” is a list-making app that helps with the decision-making 
    Evernote allows you to clip products and prices from online sites right while you’re comparison-shopping or snap a photo of
 Send holiday cards from your phone using the various card apps available for most mobile operating systems. The apps typically allow you to personalize greeting cards from your 
    phone plus include digital pictures of your kids, vacation or family and friends. The cards can often be digitally created on your phone with a paper copy also sent anywhere in the 
    United States at a very reasonable cost.
 Put all your receipts on your smartphone. If you’ve ever been to a retail store on December 26th, you know how frantic and tim
    app to alleviate your frustrations. Snap a picture of your receipt with “ReturnGuru” and the app will track your pending re
    window is over.
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Harcourt Wood Memorial
Established 1902

   Greetings Teen Zone fans! Well, it’s that time of year again!  Indeed, the holiday season
is upon us - a time to enjoy the merriment, joyfulness and a whole host of other delightful 
adjectives we hear in the holiday songs cheerfully sung each year. For some, however, 
the season presents a variety of circumstances that could have less-than-harmonious 
effects, stifling the unique excitement people should be experiencing, and teens are by 
no means immune to those challenges. Holiday gladness shouldn’t elude any of us and 
I’ve discovered some information you may find useful in overcoming whatever seasonal 
blues might creep up on you. 
   First off, feeling stress over the holidays is more-or-less “customary” yet need not 
become unmanageable. Awareness of early “blues clues” is most helpful and recognizing 
that you’re not quite as thrilled about the season as you use to be is an early indicator. 
Let’s face it, for teens it was only a few years ago that the holidays were, as the classic 
Christmas song says, ‘. . . the most, wonderful, time of the year!’ Now you may find 
yourself feeling the way your parents are acting . . . which is totally natural.  
                 There are several other 
            seasonal causes I’ll cite from 
            an online-resource that likely 
            affect parents which may 
             consequently impact you, 
              including: hectic schedules, 
              financial stress, increased 
              family conflict, changes in 
              diet and routines, pressure 
              to find the perfect gift, not 
              getting the gifts you wanted, 
                                                increased grief about divorce, 
                               death, or other family changes, 
and shortened amount of daylight. The fact that there are a couple of environmental issues 
like diet and daylight mixed into the list relieves us of some pressure, but recognizing where 
we have the power to control our situations is a key factor in promoting the “peace and good 
will” we desire.
   A critical component in many trying situations is communication. Encourage conversation! 
Consider the seasonal causes listed above, look for opportunities to capture your family’s 
attention, and recognize when they may be seeking yours. Express your feelings honestly 
and ask that they take the time to reflect on the often-challenging circumstances the 
holidays present. Then remind them of what the season is really about. It would be wise for 
you to do the same, always projecting a positive attitude and understanding what families 
may be experiencing. Mutual consideration can go far when we find ourselves bombarded 
with all sorts of holiday “cheer”. My resource expressed that sometimes everyone just 
needs a break and suggests “that simply going outside can help re-energize the mind and 
body; that exercise is the best way to relieve stress; avoid overloading on the holiday 
sugary and high-fat foods; and do something charitable to help change your outlook. The 
holiday season and your school winter break present perfectopportunities to turn good 
suggestions into actions with positive outcomes, especially when they begin in the home! 
   Our Teen programming reflects DPL’s commitment to that objective with: Teen Chess 
Club, Mondays at 6:30 PM; Teen Book Talk every Tuesday at 4:00 PM; YA Wednesdays 
(games, Legos and more) every Wednesday at 6:00 PM; and Teen Movie Night on the 
last Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM. And special for possible holiday gift-giving, 
Rich DiCarlo returns to the Library for a two-session Teen Watercolor Painting
Workshop on Thursday, December 11 and 18 from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM. Have a happy 
and safe holiday! I look forward to seeing you ‘round the Zone’!
http://www.examiner.com/article/teens-experience-holiday-stress-and-blues
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“Helpful Hints for the Holidays”
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3-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.*   
4-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm  Autumn Bingo (ages 4-11). Children will create their own bingo card. Try your luck! Win a prize! Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6;00 pm - 8:00 pm Exploring Entrepreneurship (18+) presented by the Women’s Business Developmental Council. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.* 
5-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
6-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.           Registration requested.*
7-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
10-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Ghostly Photographs Presentation (16+) with Julie Griffin, photographer & paranormal investigator. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
11-TUESDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF VETERANS DAY.
12-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
13-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Music and Movement Program (ages 3-6).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
14-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Job Search Assistance. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
15 SATURDAY: 11:00 am American Girl Thanksgiving Program (ages 7-11). Step back in time with this holiday program. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
17-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: Vegging Out for the Holidays (18+) w/Stacey Ference of Savour Catering. Registration required.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
18-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*

 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration required.*
19-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Photo Editing/Scanning: techniques to improve quality & usability of electronic photos. Walk-in basis.
20-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Photo Editing/Scanning: techniques to improve quality & usability of electronic photos. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
21-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*
24-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Castles of Steel: The Great Battleship Race from 1906-1922 (18+) w/ Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
25-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
26-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for Thanksgiving Holiday.
27-THURSDAY & CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF THANKSGIVING.
28-FRIDAY 
         

         
1-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Local Author Visit: Rich Marazzi, A Bowl Full of Memories: 100 Years of Football at the Yale Bowl. Registration requested.*
2-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
3-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos.  Registration requested.*
4-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Music and Movement Program (ages 3-6).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
5-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Author Visit (ages 3-7). No Peanuts for Santa by Tarra Kiamos Andrews. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
8-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
9-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm  After School Program (grs. K-4). Ornament workshop. Get creative! Registration requested.* 
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration required.*
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
10-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Holiday Lunchtime Book Discussion, An Irish Country Christmas by Patrick Taylor. Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
11-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Teen Winter Watercolor Painting (ages 12-17) w/Rich DiCarlo. All materials provided. Registration requested.* 
12-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm   
13-SATURDAY: 10:00 am Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (ages 3-8). Presented by Linda Mailardo. Stories, songs & craft. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
15-MONDAY: 11:00 am - 7:30 pm Annual Holiday Open House -- All Welcome! 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm The Connecticut Yuletide Carolers stroll throughout the Library inviting all to sing-along.
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.*  
16-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
17-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: On-Line Job Applications. Topics include: proper cover letter etiquette & follow-up ideas. Walk-in basis.
18-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Tech Time: On-Line Job Applications. Topics include: proper cover letter etiquette & follow-up ideas. Walk-in basis.
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Teen Winter Watercolor Painting (ages 12-17) w/Rich DiCarlo. All materials provided. Registration requested.*     
22-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
23-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
24-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for Christmas Eve.
25-THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS DAY.    
29-MONDAY: 11:00 am Winter Bingo (ages 5-11). Make your own bingo card using a collection of winter-themed words. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
30-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Music and Movement Program (ages 3-8).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
31-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for New Years Eve.
JANUARY 1- HAPPY NEW YEAR!
THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEARS DAY. 

 

 

 
                     
 
                     
 
 
                    
 
                   
 
 

November 2014

The Library is happy to once again be a drop-off site for TEAM, Inc. 
Toys 4 Kids. Your holidays will be brighter when you help to brighten 
the holidays for local area children. Be a part of this wonderful 
community effort!  

“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can't see.”
-- The Conductor, Polar Express

“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can't see.”“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can't see.”
-- The Conductor, Polar Express-- The Conductor, Polar Express
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Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
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3-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.*   
4-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm  Autumn Bingo (ages 4-11). Children will create their own bingo card. Try your luck! Win a prize! Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6;00 pm - 8:00 pm Exploring Entrepreneurship (18+) presented by the Women’s Business Developmental Council. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.* 
5-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
6-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.           Registration requested.*
7-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
10-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Ghostly Photographs Presentation (16+) with Julie Griffin, photographer & paranormal investigator. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
11-TUESDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF VETERANS DAY.
12-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
13-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Music and Movement Program (ages 3-6).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
14-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Job Search Assistance. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
15 SATURDAY: 11:00 am American Girl Thanksgiving Program (ages 7-11). Step back in time with this holiday program. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
17-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: Vegging Out for the Holidays (18+) w/Stacey Ference of Savour Catering. Registration required.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
18-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*

 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration required.*
19-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Photo Editing/Scanning: techniques to improve quality & usability of electronic photos. Walk-in basis.
20-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Photo Editing/Scanning: techniques to improve quality & usability of electronic photos. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
21-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*
24-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Castles of Steel: The Great Battleship Race from 1906-1922 (18+) w/ Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
25-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
26-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for Thanksgiving Holiday.
27-THURSDAY & CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF THANKSGIVING.
28-FRIDAY 
         

         
1-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Local Author Visit: Rich Marazzi, A Bowl Full of Memories: 100 Years of Football at the Yale Bowl. Registration requested.*
2-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
3-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos.  Registration requested.*
4-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Music and Movement Program (ages 3-6).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
5-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Author Visit (ages 3-7). No Peanuts for Santa by Tarra Kiamos Andrews. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
8-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
9-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm  After School Program (grs. K-4). Ornament workshop. Get creative! Registration requested.* 
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration required.*
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
10-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Holiday Lunchtime Book Discussion, An Irish Country Christmas by Patrick Taylor. Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
11-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Teen Winter Watercolor Painting (ages 12-17) w/Rich DiCarlo. All materials provided. Registration requested.* 
12-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm   
13-SATURDAY: 10:00 am Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (ages 3-8). Presented by Linda Mailardo. Stories, songs & craft. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
15-MONDAY: 11:00 am - 7:30 pm Annual Holiday Open House -- All Welcome! 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm The Connecticut Yuletide Carolers stroll throughout the Library inviting all to sing-along.
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.*  
16-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
17-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: On-Line Job Applications. Topics include: proper cover letter etiquette & follow-up ideas. Walk-in basis.
18-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Tech Time: On-Line Job Applications. Topics include: proper cover letter etiquette & follow-up ideas. Walk-in basis.
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Teen Winter Watercolor Painting (ages 12-17) w/Rich DiCarlo. All materials provided. Registration requested.*     
22-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
23-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
24-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for Christmas Eve.
25-THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS DAY.    
29-MONDAY: 11:00 am Winter Bingo (ages 5-11). Make your own bingo card using a collection of winter-themed words. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17).All levels invited to learn and improve strategy with Mr. Julio. Registration requested.* 
30-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Music and Movement Program (ages 3-8).Turn it Up! presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
31-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 Library closes at 12:30 pm for New Years Eve.
JANUARY 1- HAPPY NEW YEAR!
THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEARS DAY. 

 

 

 
                     
 
                     
 
 
                    
 
                   
 
 

November 2014

The Library is happy to once again be a drop-off site for TEAM, Inc. 
Toys 4 Kids. Your holidays will be brighter when you help to brighten 
the holidays for local area children. Be a part of this wonderful 
community effort!  

“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can't see.”
-- The Conductor, Polar Express

THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEARS DAY.

The Library is happy to once again be a drop-off site for TEAM, Inc. The Library is happy to once again be a drop-off site for TEAM, Inc. 
Toys 4 Kids. Your holidays will be brighter when you help to brighten Toys 4 Kids. Your holidays will be brighter when you help to brighten 
the holidays for local area children. Be a part of this wonderful the holidays for local area children. Be a part of this wonderful 
community effort!  community effort!  

23-TUESDAY:

24-WEDNESDAY:

25-THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF CHRISTMAS DAY.
29-MONDAY: 

30-TUESDAY:

31-WEDNESDAY:

JANUARY 1- HAPPY NEW YEAR!
THURSDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEARS DAY.
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From the Desk of the Director:
Cathy Williams

   

Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

LOCAL HISTORY

Cathy Williams The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg
Sue Sherman Night Tree by Eve Bunting (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson The Christmas Train by David Baldacci
Ann Mirisola Perfect Christmas by Debbie Macomber
Mary Householder   Deck the Halls by Mary Higgins Clark 
Mary Bisaccia Wishin’ and Hopin’ by Wally Lamb
Lorraine Piazza  A Christmas Home by Gregory Kincaid
Cindy Billingslea     Dream Snow by Eric Carle (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos Christmas in Plains by Jimmy Carter (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Santa Retires by David Biedrzycki (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
Andrew Bisaccia       The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Pageant  by Anonymous

Staff PicksStaff Picks
 by Chris Van Allsburg by Chris Van Allsburg

 by Eve Bunting (Children’s Room)  by Eve Bunting (Children’s Room) 

      “Perhaps no custom reveals our character as a Nation so 
      clearly as our celebration of Thanksgiving Day.”
                                                  -- President Ronald Reagan

        The holidays are upon us!  As your life goes into fast 
     mode, know that the Derby Public Library has scheduled 
many events to help you both prepare for and enjoy the 
holidays. From the cooking demo, Vegging Out for the 
Holidays on Nov. 17, to the craft classes, Holiday Gifts-Going 
Green on Nov. 18 and Dec. 9, to the holiday lunchtime book 
discussion, An Irish Country Christmas on Dec. 10, we are 
here to help you get into the holiday spirit.  Of course, as 
tradition dictates, our Annual Holiday Open House will take 
place on Dec. 15. The day’s activities have expanded over 
the past 12 years to include free holiday raffles, cookies, 
punch, afternoon music provided by staff member Marc 
Weissman on the keyboard, and of course, the return of the 
CT Yuletide Carolers in the evening. I hope everyone will 
join us for this special day! 
    Knowledge, culture, enjoyment, and community are all 
words used in the Library’s mission statement. In keeping 
with this commitment, we welcome and provide a learning 
space for several different groups. The Derby Public Schools 
use our Teen Zone area daily during school hours for its 
Alternative Education program. Several Valley Literacy 
Volunteers use the Library to meet with their students on a 
weekly basis. And of course, the neighboring schools and 
daycare facilities continue to visit the Library on a regular 
basis.
    I hope you have all had the opportunity to view our 
website’s new look. It is now more colorful and user-friendly.  
Did you know that you can search the catalog, renew 
materials, view your account, access databases, ask 
questions and make suggestions, take a virtual tour of the 
Library, and like us on Facebook just by going to 
www.derbypubliclibrary.org? 
    While I’m on the subject of new…there will be some 
changes to our newsletter in 2015. We are keeping the 
same basic format (thank you for all the positive comments) 
but will be making the calendar of events easier to read.  
The new year will also bring changes to some our on-going 
programs, such as our Local History sessions, Tech Times, 
and Just for Women series. We will keep you posted.  
    One more new thing to mention…have you seen the new 
digital photo frames now located at both the adult and 
children’s circulation desks? With our busy program 
schedule, more photos are added weekly. Were you spotted 
at the Library?
    As listed in Staff Picks, my favorite holiday story is The 
Polar Express (as my family can attest to) so I am closing 
my last column of 2014 with the closing lines from that 
magical book.
    At one time, most of my friends could hear the bell, but 
as years passed, it fell silent for all of them.  Even Sarah 
found one Christmas that she could no longer hear its 
sweet sound. Though I’ve grown old, the bell still rings for 
me, as it does for all who truly believe.
              -- Chris Van Allsburg, The Polar Express                 

                With the holidays fast approaching, here are some helpful tips to keep your season jolly when it comes to 
                  using your mobile devices:
 Delete unwanted apps, images and music well before the holidays arrive to make room on your device for upcoming 
    photos or videos. You surely want to avoid having to delete random images or videos in a panic just to make room for 
    those spontaneous New Year’s Eve pics.
 Buy your cables and batteries now: It’s best not to wait until the presents are unwrapped the morning of to find out you need an HDMI cable or more AAA or Lithium batteries. 
    Amazon is one good source for inexpensive cables if you need them quickly, while Monoprice sells long cables for pennies a foot as well.
 Organize holiday card addresses early: Cozi is a great app to help you stay organized plus its “Contacts” feature allows you to upload all of your friends’ and family’s addresses 
    easily into one place and even time-stamp them with your last edit date. You can convert them easily into holiday card-ready labels, as well. Just download the app from your 
    iPhone or Android device or go to the website www.cozi.com.
 Organize your photos, gift ideas, and holiday checklists. “Evernote” is a list-making app that helps with the decision-making process beyond simply writing down holiday wish lists. 
    Evernote allows you to clip products and prices from online sites right while you’re comparison-shopping or snap a photo of a product or even scan in paper lists.
 Send holiday cards from your phone using the various card apps available for most mobile operating systems. The apps typically allow you to personalize greeting cards from your 
    phone plus include digital pictures of your kids, vacation or family and friends. The cards can often be digitally created on your phone with a paper copy also sent anywhere in the 
    United States at a very reasonable cost.
 Put all your receipts on your smartphone. If you’ve ever been to a retail store on December 26th, you know how frantic and time-consuming gift returns can be. Luckily, there’s an 
    app to alleviate your frustrations. Snap a picture of your receipt with “ReturnGuru” and the app will track your pending returns, allow easy access, and alert you before your return 
    window is over.
Good luck and Happy Holidays!

   Being that libraries and literacy are synonymous, the 
majority of my columns are devoted to the role the Library 
and parents play in enhancing a child’s literacy skills. 
We are always on the lookout for new ideas and continually 
brainstorming on how we can incorporate our efforts to 
enhance our service.  
   This leads me to the introduction of the newest enrichment to our story times 
for children ages birth to 5 years, the Very Ready Reading Program. This 
principle is all about “sharing” with your child. It is often said that a child’s first 
teacher is their parent. That being said, the key to this early literacy program 
is bonding with your child through communication. These 7 steps, that are an 
integral part of story time, may be practiced at home – any time, any day.  
- Share Books – reading together is the very best way to raise a reader
- Share Sounds – sounds are the building blocks of words
- Share Words – knowing many words helps a child build a larger vocabulary
- Share Rhymes – rhymes help a child understand that words have 
   different parts and rhythms                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Share Songs – songs add joy to the understanding of sounds and words
- Share Stories – listening to stories helps a child connect with the world
- Share Playtime – playing together builds a loving bond between parent 
   and child
   The 7 Days/7 Ways philosophy recommends activities that parents or 
caregivers can incorporate into their daily routine. These themed handouts 
featuring songs, rhymes and other activities will be available for caregivers 
attending story times to reinforce the curriculum from class at home. Parents 
who may have a caregiver attend story time with their child will benefit from 
the handouts being they have the opportunity to share through communication 
which is the key to this early literacy program.  
   With the holiday season upon us, we are excited to be hosting several 
programs that you may want to include in your holiday plans. Girls ages 7-11 
are invited to step back in time with Samantha, Felicity, Kirsten, Josefina, Molly 
and Kaya during an American Girl Thanksgiving on Saturday, Nov. 15 at 
11:00 AM. Discover each girl’s way of life as she prepares for Thanksgiving 
with hands-on activities.
   Join us on Sat., Dec. 13 at l0:00 AM for Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
featuring stories, songs and a reindeer ornament craft. This program is geared 
for children ages 3-8 
   We welcomes children’s author Tarra Kiamos Andrews on Fri., Dec. 5 at 
10:00 AM for the reading of her book No Peanuts for Santa. Ms. Andrews is 
a Seymour resident who was inspired to write this book based on her own 
experience with her daughter’s food allergies. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing the day of the event.
   The calendar also includes autumn bingo, after school ornament workshop, 
music and movement programs, and more throughout the holiday season.  
   Just a reminder . . .there is no fee to attend any of these programs, but 
registration is requested.  
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Join us for our 
Annual Holiday Open House 

Monday, December 15th, 11:00 AM – 7:30 PM
Connecticut Yuletide Carolers , 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

 

                        Christmas Today vs. Christmas Yesteryear   
                                      While there are some traditions that hold on over the years, other Christmas rituals change. 
                                    It is fun when the media releases the most popular or asked-for toys each Christmas. This 
                                    Christmas list from 1913 seems a little Spartan by today’s standards: candy, nuts, rocking 
                                     horse, dolls, mittens/gloves, toy trains, oranges, books, handkerchiefs and ice skates. In 2013, 
                                     the top ten items children asked for were Furby Boom ($65), Teksta Robotic Puppy, LeapPad 
                                      Ultra, Flying Fairy, Bug Hugs Elmo, Barbie Dream House, Giggly Monkey, Nerf Gun, Ninja 
                                      Turtles and Legos.
                                       The Christmas meal has varied quite a bit over the past 100-150 years. We now note the 
absence of plum pudding, a Christmas staple of the Victorian Era. Made with raisins, currants, beef suet, eggs, flour, 
sugar, sweet meats and brandy, it was often served while lit aflame. Mincemeat pie has seemed to carry over from 
the olden days, but the pudding has been replaced by a variety of other pies, with pumpkin and fruit being the most 
popular. Buffalo meat was on the 1914 menu, and goose was common as well, which sound more appealing than an 
1857 Christmas specialty, boiled smoked tongue.   
   In Colonial America there were no Christmas celebrations. As recently as 100 years or so ago, such observances 
were declared illegal in many parts of the United States, including most of New England, being defined as pagan and 
a reproach to the Lord. Today, it is against the law in some areas to display any Christmas symbols that are not 
pagan in nature. The erecting of nativity scenes, for example, are banned in some regions of America. Ironically, 
New England is one such area.
   In Puritan Massachusetts, anyone caught observing the holiday was obliged to pay a fine. Connecticut also 
enacted a law forbidding the celebration of Christmas . . . and the baking of mincemeat pies. A few of the earliest 
settlers, however, did celebrate Christmas but it was far from a common holiday during the Colonial era.
   Fast forward a bit and you arrive at 1914. Believe it or not, Christmas 100 years ago wasn’t celebrated that much 
differently than we do today — just on a smaller scale. The Christmas tree had really gained popularity, and a larger 
percentage of American households had their own Christmas tree. Before that, Christmas trees were usually only 
seen in public places, like stores or churches or town halls. The cost of Christmas trees ranged from 25 cents to 50 cents.
   Today, Valley children whose families cannot afford toys for Christmas turn to programs such as Toys 4 Kids and 
local churches who generously donate gifts. In 1910, over 100 children received Christmas gifts from the Sunshine 
Society. The Salvation Army and local churches also worked to make sure that every child has a gift. No matter how 
Christmas is celebrated, the generosity of neighbors for each other has always been what makes Christmas such a 
special occasion. 

                                          In December, 1975, Jones Tree Farm donated  a six foot blue spruce Christmas tree to 
the Library. It was decorated by the Friends of the Library with suet, peanut  butter and seeds, cranberry and 
popcorn garlands to feed the local wildlife. It was placed on the patio outside the back of the Library.
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Harcourt Wood Memorial
Established 1902

   Greetings Teen Zone fans! Well, it’s that time of year again!  Indeed, the holiday season
is upon us - a time to enjoy the merriment, joyfulness and a whole host of other delightful 
adjectives we hear in the holiday songs cheerfully sung each year. For some, however, 
the season presents a variety of circumstances that could have less-than-harmonious 
effects, stifling the unique excitement people should be experiencing, and teens are by 
no means immune to those challenges. Holiday gladness shouldn’t elude any of us and 
I’ve discovered some information you may find useful in overcoming whatever seasonal 
blues might creep up on you. 
   First off, feeling stress over the holidays is more-or-less “customary” yet need not 
become unmanageable. Awareness of early “blues clues” is most helpful and recognizing 
that you’re not quite as thrilled about the season as you use to be is an early indicator. 
Let’s face it, for teens it was only a few years ago that the holidays were, as the classic 
Christmas song says, ‘. . . the most, wonderful, time of the year!’ Now you may find 
yourself feeling the way your parents are acting . . . which is totally natural.  
                 There are several other 
            seasonal causes I’ll cite from 
            an online-resource that likely 
            affect parents which may 
             consequently impact you, 
              including: hectic schedules, 
              financial stress, increased 
              family conflict, changes in 
              diet and routines, pressure 
              to find the perfect gift, not 
              getting the gifts you wanted, 
                                                increased grief about divorce, 
                               death, or other family changes, 
and shortened amount of daylight. The fact that there are a couple of environmental issues 
like diet and daylight mixed into the list relieves us of some pressure, but recognizing where 
we have the power to control our situations is a key factor in promoting the “peace and good 
will” we desire.
   A critical component in many trying situations is communication. Encourage conversation! 
Consider the seasonal causes listed above, look for opportunities to capture your family’s 
attention, and recognize when they may be seeking yours. Express your feelings honestly 
and ask that they take the time to reflect on the often-challenging circumstances the 
holidays present. Then remind them of what the season is really about. It would be wise for 
you to do the same, always projecting a positive attitude and understanding what families 
may be experiencing. Mutual consideration can go far when we find ourselves bombarded 
with all sorts of holiday “cheer”. My resource expressed that sometimes everyone just 
needs a break and suggests “that simply going outside can help re-energize the mind and 
body; that exercise is the best way to relieve stress; avoid overloading on the holiday 
sugary and high-fat foods; and do something charitable to help change your outlook. The 
holiday season and your school winter break present perfectopportunities to turn good 
suggestions into actions with positive outcomes, especially when they begin in the home! 
   Our Teen programming reflects DPL’s commitment to that objective with: Teen Chess 
Club, Mondays at 6:30 PM; Teen Book Talk every Tuesday at 4:00 PM; YA Wednesdays 
(games, Legos and more) every Wednesday at 6:00 PM; and Teen Movie Night on the 
last Tuesday of the month at 5:30 PM. And special for possible holiday gift-giving, 
Rich DiCarlo returns to the Library for a two-session Teen Watercolor Painting
Workshop on Thursday, December 11 and 18 from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM. Have a happy 
and safe holiday! I look forward to seeing you ‘round the Zone’!
http://www.examiner.com/article/teens-experience-holiday-stress-and-blues

Seasons
Greetings

Teen Chess Club

majority of my columns are devoted to the role the Library 

We are always on the lookout for new ideas and continually 

   This leads me to the introduction of the newest enrichment to our story times 

“Helpful Hints for the Holidays”




