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From the Desk of the Director:
Cathy Williams

   

Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

Derby 
Neighborhoods
   There was a time when Derby wasn’t “Connecticut’s Smallest City.”  It consisted of parts of Ansonia, Shelton, Seymour 
and Oxford. This larger Derby had to use nicknames to distinguish one neighborhood from another.Academy Hill was 
home to Derby’s first school. Not far from there was “Squabble Hole,” a place where a meeting hall was built and where 
many “squabbles” were hammered out. Coming down the hill where Wal-Mart is now, 
the neighborhood was named “Sodom.” Why this name was chosen remains a mystery, 
but the area still carries on that name with the street called “Sodom Lane.” Heading west 
for a few blocks, there’s a steep incline called “Sentinel Hill.” Legend says that the local 
Indians used the spot as a lookout post, and were able to see all the way to Long Island 
Sound. Following this road, you would run into “Round Top,” the highest limit of Turkey 
Hill which was once a signal station. Still lower than this area geographically, crossing 
what is now Route 34 and approaching the Housatonic River, was the area called 
“Burtville.” It is not known who “Burt” was.  Following the Housatonic back to where it 
met the Naugatuck is a long stretch of a neighborhood known as Derby Narrows. 
It was once called New Boston because of its reputation as a commercial hot spot.
     Across the Housatonic River where ship building and loading and unloading of ships took place was called Derby Docks, 
where much commerce took place. Behind here is a high projecting rock under which is a cave. It is named Lover’s Leap 
because of its being such a romantic spot for a woeful catastrophe, with no victims in recent memory. Nearby is the area 
we now call O’Sullivan’s Island. The land used to be occupied by the Derby Building and Lumber Co. and is a peninsula, 
not a true island. It used to be called Cockle Island for the mollusks found there. A fishing ground down the river was 
known as Independence, known for the great gathering of fish in the early spring.The street that is now Main Street and 
Roosevelt Drive was once called Sugar Street because of the movement of sugar and molasses from the West Indies and 
the Docks inland. Sugar Street became Roosevelt Drive after President Franklin Roosevelt drove along this stretch on his
way to Hyde Park in the Hudson Valley of New York. Nearby is Snake Pond, known to the boys as the first pond to freeze 
over in the winter. Moving inland is the street now known as Hawthorne Avenue, supposedly named after the author 
Nathaniel Hawthorne or the Hawthorne School up the street. It was also known as Cemetery Street because it abutted 
Oak Cliff Cemetery.
     About a half a mile up this road is an area known as Coon Hollow, home of a park by the same name and many 
raccoons. Beyond this area is a neighborhood known as Derby Neck. It stretches out at the northwestern part of town. 
Here one can see the “Devil’s Footprint,” an indentation in the rock probably caused by falling water with the aid of pebble 
stones.  In this neighborhood is the “Silver Mine,” which is a cave into which one must crawl in order to enter. Caroline, 
Elizabeth and Minerva Streets were named after Sheldon Smith’s daughters. Smith was the founder of Birmingham. Olivia 
Street was named after the wife of Anson Phelps who was a partner of Smith’s. Also named for him is Anson Street and 
Ansonia. Division Street was formerly called Old Town Road and was changed when Derby and Ansonia became separate 
cities. These neighborhood nicknames are still in use today, well over 150 years after they were first coined.

  

LOCAL 
HISTORY

Cathy Williams The Glass Kitchen by Linda Francis Lee
Sue Sherman It’s Okay to Make Mistakes by Todd Parr (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Ann Mirisola Walking on Water by Richard Paul Evans  
Mary Householder    That Night by Chevy Stevens  
Mary Bisaccia The Secret Life of Violet Grant by Beatriz Williams 
Lorraine Piazza  The Cold Nowhere by Brian Freeman 
Cindy Billingslea     The End (Almost) by Jim Benton (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Books Always Everywhere by Jane Blatt (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman Chicken Soup for the Soul by Jack Canfield
Andrew Bisaccia A Man for all Seasons by Robert Bolt 

     Without a doubt, Derby Public Library provides a wide variety of services for all ages.  From children to teens to adults, 
we take pride in offering a plethora of topics that are available on all types of media. And since a large number of our patrons 
are seniors, we also strive to ensure that this particular age group feels comfortable with the latest technology.
     When it comes to seniors in general, it is a common misconception that retirees tend to shy away from technology. On 
the contrary, many users of the Library’s online resources and in-house tech services are 65 and over. In fact, a good 
example of this is their increased use of e-readers and tablets. As these hand-held products become more the norm rather 
than the exception, we are finding that the convenience and user-friendliness of portable, electronic devices make them 
well-suited for those individuals who are less mobile than they used to be, particularly when weather conditions become 
extreme. Now, with the touch of a button on your Kindle, the latest James Patterson or Janet Evanovich novel can be 
virtually checked out and enjoyed from the comfort of your own living room simply by using the online Overdrive® digital collection. If you are new to Overdrive, it is an internet media console 
that is accessible directly from the Library website. And we have a wide range of instructional pamphlets specific to most brands of mobile devices as well as staff members who can help 
you get started with your particular e-reader. 
     Another advantage that comes from being a tech-savvy senior is a greater opportunity to bond with one’s grandchildren. Since many parents work today, quite often it is up to the 
grandparents to care for young children. And as we all know, children are very fluent and incredibly comfortable with technology. Thus, being a senior who takes a vested interest in technology – 
and is even willing to be taught by one’s own grandkid – can help form closer, more rewarding family relationships while simultaneously learning new skills along the way. 
     Lastly, for those seniors who may still be a bit hesitant when it comes to logging on, please remember that Derby Public Library offers technology classes on an ongoing basis. These 
free, one-hour sessions are held during the third week of each month and range from acquiring the basic skills needed to operate a computer to checking one’s email to sharing family 
photos on Facebook to downloading e-books.  What’s also nice about these classes is that they give attendees a focused time to become more computer literate while providing a relaxed 
forum to have questions answered right on the spot. So be sure to check the Library newsletter or website for topics being taught that particular month.  

           “I guess I’m just feeling Septemberish,” sighed Chester.  
      “It’s getting towards autumn now.  And it’s so pretty up in 
      Connecticut. All the trees change color. The days get very 
      clear – with a little smoke on the horizon from burning leaves. 
      Pumpkins begin to come out.”
                               - George Selden, The Cricket in Times Square

   
   That is exactly how I feel – “Septemberish.” The summer is just
about behind us, and the fall lies ahead. I hope you all had the 
opportunity to relax and unwind over the past few months. Here 
at the Library, while some things were more relaxed, others were 
full steam ahead. We were able to complete a major technology 
upgrade. All staff and patron computers are now using Windows 7 
and Microsoft Office 2010. Memory and harddrive upgrades
have also been made. And thanks to a grant from the Jane C. 
and David B. Cohen Fund at the Valley Community Foundation, 
two new patron computers have been purchased. The Cohen 
Family has been a long-time benefactor of the Derby Public 
Library and we thank them once again for their generosity and support.  
   Our multi-purpose room was well used this summer as many 
took advantage of the Summer Food Program administered by the 
State of Connecticut Department of Education Child Nutrition Unit 
and the USDA. Lunchtime was fun- time as new and old friends 
enjoyed each other’s company while eating a nutritious meal.  
   The Lower Naugatuck Valley’s Early Childhood Task Force 
recently received an $8,000 special issues grant from the 
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood’s Help Me Grow program. 
The monies are being used in day care/home centers to provide 
the Ages & Stages Parent Questionnaires to their 2-year olds. 
The goal of this program is to catch developmental delays, 
including social and emotional, early on and provide young 
children with the help they need. In order to reach more children, 
the ECTF has generously given a kit to the Library. All Valley 
parents are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. 
The questionnaires must be completed at the Library as there are 
several components to the kit. A Library staff member will be 
trained to help parents if needed. Training sessions are also being 
held at various locations throughout the Valley to help parents 
learn how to use the kits effectively. The Library is very excited 
to be a part of this wonderful collaborative!
   It is just about a year ago that Derby lost one its beloved 
figures in youth sports and Derby life in general, William “Red” 
Clynch. For his decades of involvement in youth sports and 
recreation, as well as his participation in Derby politics, the City 
recently honored Red by rededicating the  softball field in the 
Ryan Athletic Complex, the William “Red” Clynch Memorial 
Softball Field. Besides his passion for his city and family, Red was 
also known for his passion for the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame. 
According to his niece, Mary, who is the Local History Coordinator 
here at the Library, his interest for Notre Dame began back in the 
early 1950’s when his cousin was a student there. Years later, Red 
served as an usher at home football games.Over the years, Red 
collected numerous pieces of Notre Dame memorabilia, including 
blankets, cups, sweatshirts, and a model of the stadium. Thanks 
to Mary and her family, these items will be on exhibit in our display 
case during the month of September. Be sure to take some time 
view this special collection of a special man.
   In closing, please also take some time to review our calendar 
of events. Just to name a few: Small, Sweet and Italian: Tiny, 
Tasty Treats from Maria’s Bakery (author), A Tribute to Irving 
Berlin, Fun with Fungi (cooking demo), Medicare Overview, 
AARP Driver Safety Course, Maximize Social Security Benefits, 
Movie Matinees, and the list goes on . . .

       

              

Music and Early Learning
   
   Music is all around us every day whether we intentionally tune in to our favorite artist’s 
newest hit or just happen to find ourselves humming along with a background song 
playing at the grocery store. Anyone who has a young child in their life can attest to the 
fact they often find themselves repeating the lyrics or melody of a song from a story time 
or that music CD that has been requested over and over again during a car trip.  
   Yes, music is an integral part of our lives whether young or old, with proven correlation 
between memory and music. This fact holds true as we incorporate music into our weekly 
story times starting with our youngest patrons at birth. The repetition of a rhyme, song 
and/or melody is actually fostering pre-literacy skills. Of course, being presented in a fun, 
interactive manner makes it seem less educational.
   The library-parent education initiative, Every Child Ready to Read and Every Child 
Ready to Read 2, have come up with five simple “practices” – sing, talk, read, write and 
play. While these components are part of our weekly story times here at Derby Public 
Library, they should also become habit for parents on a daily basis as an extension of the 
story time/library experience. If you are not sure of a particular rhyme or how the melody 
goes, borrowing a CD from the children’s music CD collection is an option. A few great 
titles currently available in our collection include Color Outside the Lines – Les Julian, Kids 
Meet Composers, Finger Play Fun (Fine Motor Exercises), It’s Toddler Time and Where 
is Thumbkin?.  
   Along with music in story times, we offer special music programs throughout the year 
featuring presenters who contribute to early learning through songs, movement, 
instruments and more, with an opportunity for adults to bond with their child through 
participation, which is encouraged both during story time and these music events. It might 
be considered a parent’s “homework” to continue the effort of the library enrichment 
activity by keeping in mind the five “practices” and make them a part of your child’s every 
day routine. Take a moment to look at the fall lineup of events scheduled for children and
 join us in fostering early learning skills for your child or grandchild.
   Congratulations to all our young readers who completed our Paws to Read summer 
reading program! Just a reminder . . . if you have not picked up your folder and journal yet, 
they are still available in the Children’s Room.
   I would like to thank all of our volunteers who worked so hard over the summer giving of
 their time and energy to contribute to a successful summer reading program. We wish 
them well as they venture into a new school year.  
   Looking ahead . . . September is designated as National Library Card Sign-up Month 
and in recognition, families are invited to join us on Saturday, September 20 for  a sample 
of what the Children’s Room has to offer. Special activities are planned. This is also an 
opportunity for children who are Derby residents to apply for a library card.  
   Mark your calendar for our Annual Harvest Fair which takes place on Saturday, 
October 25 from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Families of all ages are invited to come by for 
pumpkin decorating, fall themed arts and crafts projects, a visit from Sparkles the Clown 
and a Science Snoopers presentation “Perfect Pumpkins”. There is no fee to attend 
and registration is not required.  
   Be sure to consult the newsletter calendar for a complete listing of our ongoing events 
being offered this fall.
     
        
            

Fall Book Sale
10/4, 10/6 & 10/7
$5.00 fill a bag

Harvest Fair
10/25

10 am - 1 pm

Seniors and Technology

 
 

                              In 1942, the Derby Public Library collected over 
1630 books to be sent to the WWII men in armed services. The students and 
faculty of Derby High School were the biggest contributor with over 
500 books donated.

   Greetings Teen Zone fans! The state bonding 
commission recently approved giving Derby schools 
nearly a half million dollars for the redesign and 
renovation of some classrooms to support 400 new student laptops, interactive whiteboards, 
and mobile teacher desks “among other technology-driven initiatives.” 
   Those types of awards are often difficult to come by and when received usually mean that 
expectations will be high for everyone involved in the learning process… teachers and 
students alike. I imagine excitement must also be very high and continually building as the 
passing days and weeks of familiarization with new technology and teaching/learning 
methods keeps evolving. I did a little web research to gain more perspective on these new 
technology upgrades and found an article titled 2 Pros and 2 Cons to Education 
Technology. It’s provided by Edudemic whose goal is to “connect teachers, administrators, 
students. . . with the best technology on the planet.” Here are some excerpts, starting with 
the pros.
   “Computers audio-visual capabilities from PowerPoint presentations and other animation 
software are used to present information in an interactive manner which invites greater 
interest from the students.” The author supported this assertion by noting that “Studies 
show that these teaching aids increase concentration levels of students and have led to 
improvements in student class attendance.” What better way to ensure success than by 
providing an environment in which students want to be! Ironically, the second pro talked 
about easier accessibility of information. “The Internet has given education a new 
dimension – distance learning and online education. Students no longer have to physically 
attend classes to be a part of one classroom. They can attend a class virtually at the 
comfort of their home.” Okay . . . but before you get too excited, I’d say that the day you 
don’t have to show up for regular high school classes is a bit into the future. That said, like 
most things in life upsides usually have corresponding downsides. 
   The article next highlighted the two cons of new technology in classrooms, but due to 
limited space, it is probably best to simply provide the headings under which those fall:  
1) Distraction to the Students, and 2) Cheating. Now, it has been my observation that the 
distraction issue is not limited to the learning environment. As a matter of fact, I’m 
challenged to think of a place where, young or old, we are completely free from distraction 
by social media and technology, either our own devices or those of the persons next to us. 
And as far as the potential for cheating in the classroom, I feel confident that educators will 
be able to detect misadventures of student integrity.
   With all this wonderful news about technology updates, September’s school open houses 
should prove to be a noteworthy occasion with teachers and parents chatting up the 
challenges that accompany such change. Be sure to also stop by the Derby Public Library 
table where you’ll find information about everything we offer for your educational needs, 
electronic and print, as well as entertainment and recreation opportunities.   
   Finally, Teen Chess Club is back in full swing Mondays at 6:30 PM; YA Wednesdays 
will continue to offer Nintendo Wii games, board games, and Legos every Wednesday at 
6:00 PM; Teen Book Talk has been moved to every Tuesday at 4:00 PM, except for the 
last Tuesday of each month when we present Teen Movie Night at 5:30 PM. 
       See you ‘round the Zone!

 

Participants in the YA Summer Club celebrated 
with pizza, games, and prizes!

Harcourt Wood Memorial
Established 1902
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1-MONDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY. 
2-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis. 
3-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
4-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Me and My Teeth Program (ages 3-6) sponsored by the Commerce Park Dental Group.  Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.          Registration requested.*
8-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
9-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
10-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
11-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
12-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
15-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Local Author Visit - Anthony Riccio, Farms, Factories & Families: Italian American Women in CT. Registration requested.*
16-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm After School Program - Crafty Kids (grs. K-3). Back to school themed arts & crafts project. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*

 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesday Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration requested.*
17-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Online Resources. Databases the Library offers: from JobNow to Mango Languages. Walk-in basis.
18-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Online Resources. Databases the Library offers: from JobNow to Mango Languages. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
19-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
20-SATURDAY: 10:30 am Story & Craft Time (ages 3-8). Apple themed stories along with arts & crafts project. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
22-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines - Local History Program w/ Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
23-TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm AARP Driver Safety Class (55+). AARP members: $15.00. Non-members: $20.00. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Turn It Up! (ages 3-8) with Sandi Schuchman featuring night time themed songs & movement. Registration requested.*
24-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
25-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
26-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
29 MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: Fun with Fungi! (Ages 18+) w/Stacey Ference of Savour Catering. Registration requested.*
30-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Read to Payson (ages 5-11). Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Medicare Overview presented by Thomas Maercklein. Learn the ins and outs of Medicare. Registration requested.*

 
         

         
1-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos.  Registration requested.*
2-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
3-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
4-SATURDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Annual Fall Book Sale. Fill a bag for $5.00! Fiction, non-fiction, paperbacks, DVDs and more. All welcome. 
6-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
7-TUESDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
8-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
9-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
10-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Using Social Networking in Your Job Search. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm   
13-MONDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF COLUMBUS DAY.
14-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Maximize Your Social Security Benefits w/ David Cowan, AAA retiree advisor.   Registration requested.*.
15-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.
16-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
17-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*     
20-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm A Tribute to Irving Berlin presented by singer and actress Patty Carver. Registration requested.* 
21-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm After School Halloween Program (grs. K-4). Join in the fun with a scavenger hunt, craft & treats!  Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesday Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
22-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
23-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.* 
24-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
25-SATURDAY: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm Annual Harvest Fair (Families of all ages). Pumpkin decorating and fall-themed crafts & more. Drop-in* 
27-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Author Visit - Small, Sweet & Italian: Tiny Tasty Treats from Sweet Maria’s Bakery. (18+) Registration requested.*       A Little Bit O’Broadway presented by Les Julian. Join us for a special night of Broadway. Registration requested.*
28-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:00 pm Read to Sandy (ages 5-11). Share a book with Sandy, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
29-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd.  Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
30-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
31-FRIDAY: Happy Halloween!
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
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1-MONDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY. 
2-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis. 
3-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
4-THURSDAY: 10:00 am Me and My Teeth Program (ages 3-6) sponsored by the Commerce Park Dental Group.  Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.          Registration requested.*
8-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
9-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
10-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
11-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
12-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
15-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Local Author Visit - Anthony Riccio, Farms, Factories & Families: Italian American Women in CT. Registration requested.*
16-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm After School Program - Crafty Kids (grs. K-3). Back to school themed arts & crafts project. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*

 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesday Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) presented by Jeanie Roslonowski. Registration requested.*
17-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Online Resources. Databases the Library offers: from JobNow to Mango Languages. Walk-in basis.
18-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Online Resources. Databases the Library offers: from JobNow to Mango Languages. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
19-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
20-SATURDAY: 10:30 am Story & Craft Time (ages 3-8). Apple themed stories along with arts & crafts project. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
22-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines - Local History Program w/ Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
23-TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm AARP Driver Safety Class (55+). AARP members: $15.00. Non-members: $20.00. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Turn It Up! (ages 3-8) with Sandi Schuchman featuring night time themed songs & movement. Registration requested.*
24-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
25-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
26-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
29 MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: Fun with Fungi! (Ages 18+) w/Stacey Ference of Savour Catering. Registration requested.*
30-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Read to Payson (ages 5-11). Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Medicare Overview presented by Thomas Maercklein. Learn the ins and outs of Medicare. Registration requested.*

 
         

         
1-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos.  Registration requested.*
2-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
3-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
4-SATURDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Annual Fall Book Sale. Fill a bag for $5.00! Fiction, non-fiction, paperbacks, DVDs and more. All welcome. 
6-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal discussion of topics relevant to women. Registration requested.*
7-TUESDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
8-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
9-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
10-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Using Social Networking in Your Job Search. Registration requested.*  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm   
13-MONDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF COLUMBUS DAY.
14-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Maximize Your Social Security Benefits w/ David Cowan, AAA retiree advisor.   Registration requested.*.
15-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.
16-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 10:00 am Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
17-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.*     
20-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm A Tribute to Irving Berlin presented by singer and actress Patty Carver. Registration requested.* 
21-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm After School Halloween Program (grs. K-4). Join in the fun with a scavenger hunt, craft & treats!  Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesday Program (ages 10-12). Creative fun for tweens. Registration requested.*
22-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Legos. Registration requested.*
23-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.* 
24-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
25-SATURDAY: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm Annual Harvest Fair (Families of all ages). Pumpkin decorating and fall-themed crafts & more. Drop-in* 
27-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). Open chess call. All levels invited to learn & improve strategy. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm Author Visit - Small, Sweet & Italian: Tiny Tasty Treats from Sweet Maria’s Bakery. (18+) Registration requested.*       A Little Bit O’Broadway presented by Les Julian. Join us for a special night of Broadway. Registration requested.*
28-TUESDAY: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Teen Book Talk (ages 12-17). Share reviews & opinions on a variety of titles. Registration requested.*
 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Teen Movie Night (ages 12-17). View newly released DVD and light refreshments. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:00 pm Read to Sandy (ages 5-11). Share a book with Sandy, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
29-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am Baby & Me (ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd.  Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board game and Legos. Registration requested.*
30-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program.
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (ages 25-36 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
31-FRIDAY: Happy Halloween!
 10:00 am Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Early school-readiness experience with stories, songs & a craft. Registration requested.* 
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From the Desk of the Director:
Cathy Williams

   

Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

Derby 
Neighborhoods
   There was a time when Derby wasn’t “Connecticut’s Smallest City.”  It consisted of parts of Ansonia, Shelton, Seymour 
and Oxford. This larger Derby had to use nicknames to distinguish one neighborhood from another.Academy Hill was 
home to Derby’s first school. Not far from there was “Squabble Hole,” a place where a meeting hall was built and where 
many “squabbles” were hammered out. Coming down the hill where Wal-Mart is now, 
the neighborhood was named “Sodom.” Why this name was chosen remains a mystery, 
but the area still carries on that name with the street called “Sodom Lane.” Heading west 
for a few blocks, there’s a steep incline called “Sentinel Hill.” Legend says that the local 
Indians used the spot as a lookout post, and were able to see all the way to Long Island 
Sound. Following this road, you would run into “Round Top,” the highest limit of Turkey 
Hill which was once a signal station. Still lower than this area geographically, crossing 
what is now Route 34 and approaching the Housatonic River, was the area called 
“Burtville.” It is not known who “Burt” was.  Following the Housatonic back to where it 
met the Naugatuck is a long stretch of a neighborhood known as Derby Narrows. 
It was once called New Boston because of its reputation as a commercial hot spot.
     Across the Housatonic River where ship building and loading and unloading of ships took place was called Derby Docks, 
where much commerce took place. Behind here is a high projecting rock under which is a cave. It is named Lover’s Leap 
because of its being such a romantic spot for a woeful catastrophe, with no victims in recent memory. Nearby is the area 
we now call O’Sullivan’s Island. The land used to be occupied by the Derby Building and Lumber Co. and is a peninsula, 
not a true island. It used to be called Cockle Island for the mollusks found there. A fishing ground down the river was 
known as Independence, known for the great gathering of fish in the early spring.The street that is now Main Street and 
Roosevelt Drive was once called Sugar Street because of the movement of sugar and molasses from the West Indies and 
the Docks inland. Sugar Street became Roosevelt Drive after President Franklin Roosevelt drove along this stretch on his
way to Hyde Park in the Hudson Valley of New York. Nearby is Snake Pond, known to the boys as the first pond to freeze 
over in the winter. Moving inland is the street now known as Hawthorne Avenue, supposedly named after the author 
Nathaniel Hawthorne or the Hawthorne School up the street. It was also known as Cemetery Street because it abutted 
Oak Cliff Cemetery.
     About a half a mile up this road is an area known as Coon Hollow, home of a park by the same name and many 
raccoons. Beyond this area is a neighborhood known as Derby Neck. It stretches out at the northwestern part of town. 
Here one can see the “Devil’s Footprint,” an indentation in the rock probably caused by falling water with the aid of pebble 
stones.  In this neighborhood is the “Silver Mine,” which is a cave into which one must crawl in order to enter. Caroline, 
Elizabeth and Minerva Streets were named after Sheldon Smith’s daughters. Smith was the founder of Birmingham. Olivia 
Street was named after the wife of Anson Phelps who was a partner of Smith’s. Also named for him is Anson Street and 
Ansonia. Division Street was formerly called Old Town Road and was changed when Derby and Ansonia became separate 
cities. These neighborhood nicknames are still in use today, well over 150 years after they were first coined.

  

LOCAL 
HISTORY

Cathy Williams The Glass Kitchen by Linda Francis Lee
Sue Sherman It’s Okay to Make Mistakes by Todd Parr (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Ann Mirisola Walking on Water by Richard Paul Evans  
Mary Householder    That Night by Chevy Stevens  
Mary Bisaccia The Secret Life of Violet Grant by Beatriz Williams 
Lorraine Piazza  The Cold Nowhere by Brian Freeman 
Cindy Billingslea     The End (Almost) by Jim Benton (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Books Always Everywhere by Jane Blatt (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman Chicken Soup for the Soul by Jack Canfield
Andrew Bisaccia A Man for all Seasons by Robert Bolt 

     Without a doubt, Derby Public Library provides a wide variety of services for all ages.  From children to teens to adults, 
we take pride in offering a plethora of topics that are available on all types of media. And since a large number of our patrons 
are seniors, we also strive to ensure that this particular age group feels comfortable with the latest technology.
     When it comes to seniors in general, it is a common misconception that retirees tend to shy away from technology. On 
the contrary, many users of the Library’s online resources and in-house tech services are 65 and over. In fact, a good 
example of this is their increased use of e-readers and tablets. As these hand-held products become more the norm rather 
than the exception, we are finding that the convenience and user-friendliness of portable, electronic devices make them 
well-suited for those individuals who are less mobile than they used to be, particularly when weather conditions become 
extreme. Now, with the touch of a button on your Kindle, the latest James Patterson or Janet Evanovich novel can be 
virtually checked out and enjoyed from the comfort of your own living room simply by using the online Overdrive® digital collection. If you are new to Overdrive, it is an internet media console 
that is accessible directly from the Library website. And we have a wide range of instructional pamphlets specific to most brands of mobile devices as well as staff members who can help 
you get started with your particular e-reader. 
     Another advantage that comes from being a tech-savvy senior is a greater opportunity to bond with one’s grandchildren. Since many parents work today, quite often it is up to the 
grandparents to care for young children. And as we all know, children are very fluent and incredibly comfortable with technology. Thus, being a senior who takes a vested interest in technology – 
and is even willing to be taught by one’s own grandkid – can help form closer, more rewarding family relationships while simultaneously learning new skills along the way. 
     Lastly, for those seniors who may still be a bit hesitant when it comes to logging on, please remember that Derby Public Library offers technology classes on an ongoing basis. These 
free, one-hour sessions are held during the third week of each month and range from acquiring the basic skills needed to operate a computer to checking one’s email to sharing family 
photos on Facebook to downloading e-books.  What’s also nice about these classes is that they give attendees a focused time to become more computer literate while providing a relaxed 
forum to have questions answered right on the spot. So be sure to check the Library newsletter or website for topics being taught that particular month.  

           “I guess I’m just feeling Septemberish,” sighed Chester.  
      “It’s getting towards autumn now.  And it’s so pretty up in 
      Connecticut. All the trees change color. The days get very 
      clear – with a little smoke on the horizon from burning leaves. 
      Pumpkins begin to come out.”
                               - George Selden, The Cricket in Times Square

   
   That is exactly how I feel – “Septemberish.” The summer is just
about behind us, and the fall lies ahead. I hope you all had the 
opportunity to relax and unwind over the past few months. Here 
at the Library, while some things were more relaxed, others were 
full steam ahead. We were able to complete a major technology 
upgrade. All staff and patron computers are now using Windows 7 
and Microsoft Office 2010. Memory and harddrive upgrades
have also been made. And thanks to a grant from the Jane C. 
and David B. Cohen Fund at the Valley Community Foundation, 
two new patron computers have been purchased. The Cohen 
Family has been a long-time benefactor of the Derby Public 
Library and we thank them once again for their generosity and support.  
   Our multi-purpose room was well used this summer as many 
took advantage of the Summer Food Program administered by the 
State of Connecticut Department of Education Child Nutrition Unit 
and the USDA. Lunchtime was fun- time as new and old friends 
enjoyed each other’s company while eating a nutritious meal.  
   The Lower Naugatuck Valley’s Early Childhood Task Force 
recently received an $8,000 special issues grant from the 
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood’s Help Me Grow program. 
The monies are being used in day care/home centers to provide 
the Ages & Stages Parent Questionnaires to their 2-year olds. 
The goal of this program is to catch developmental delays, 
including social and emotional, early on and provide young 
children with the help they need. In order to reach more children, 
the ECTF has generously given a kit to the Library. All Valley 
parents are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. 
The questionnaires must be completed at the Library as there are 
several components to the kit. A Library staff member will be 
trained to help parents if needed. Training sessions are also being 
held at various locations throughout the Valley to help parents 
learn how to use the kits effectively. The Library is very excited 
to be a part of this wonderful collaborative!
   It is just about a year ago that Derby lost one its beloved 
figures in youth sports and Derby life in general, William “Red” 
Clynch. For his decades of involvement in youth sports and 
recreation, as well as his participation in Derby politics, the City 
recently honored Red by rededicating the  softball field in the 
Ryan Athletic Complex, the William “Red” Clynch Memorial 
Softball Field. Besides his passion for his city and family, Red was 
also known for his passion for the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame. 
According to his niece, Mary, who is the Local History Coordinator 
here at the Library, his interest for Notre Dame began back in the 
early 1950’s when his cousin was a student there. Years later, Red 
served as an usher at home football games.Over the years, Red 
collected numerous pieces of Notre Dame memorabilia, including 
blankets, cups, sweatshirts, and a model of the stadium. Thanks 
to Mary and her family, these items will be on exhibit in our display 
case during the month of September. Be sure to take some time 
view this special collection of a special man.
   In closing, please also take some time to review our calendar 
of events. Just to name a few: Small, Sweet and Italian: Tiny, 
Tasty Treats from Maria’s Bakery (author), A Tribute to Irving 
Berlin, Fun with Fungi (cooking demo), Medicare Overview, 
AARP Driver Safety Course, Maximize Social Security Benefits, 
Movie Matinees, and the list goes on . . .

       

              

Music and Early Learning
   
   Music is all around us every day whether we intentionally tune in to our favorite artist’s 
newest hit or just happen to find ourselves humming along with a background song 
playing at the grocery store. Anyone who has a young child in their life can attest to the 
fact they often find themselves repeating the lyrics or melody of a song from a story time 
or that music CD that has been requested over and over again during a car trip.  
   Yes, music is an integral part of our lives whether young or old, with proven correlation 
between memory and music. This fact holds true as we incorporate music into our weekly 
story times starting with our youngest patrons at birth. The repetition of a rhyme, song 
and/or melody is actually fostering pre-literacy skills. Of course, being presented in a fun, 
interactive manner makes it seem less educational.
   The library-parent education initiative, Every Child Ready to Read and Every Child 
Ready to Read 2, have come up with five simple “practices” – sing, talk, read, write and 
play. While these components are part of our weekly story times here at Derby Public 
Library, they should also become habit for parents on a daily basis as an extension of the 
story time/library experience. If you are not sure of a particular rhyme or how the melody 
goes, borrowing a CD from the children’s music CD collection is an option. A few great 
titles currently available in our collection include Color Outside the Lines – Les Julian, Kids 
Meet Composers, Finger Play Fun (Fine Motor Exercises), It’s Toddler Time and Where 
is Thumbkin?.  
   Along with music in story times, we offer special music programs throughout the year 
featuring presenters who contribute to early learning through songs, movement, 
instruments and more, with an opportunity for adults to bond with their child through 
participation, which is encouraged both during story time and these music events. It might 
be considered a parent’s “homework” to continue the effort of the library enrichment 
activity by keeping in mind the five “practices” and make them a part of your child’s every 
day routine. Take a moment to look at the fall lineup of events scheduled for children and
 join us in fostering early learning skills for your child or grandchild.
   Congratulations to all our young readers who completed our Paws to Read summer 
reading program! Just a reminder . . . if you have not picked up your folder and journal yet, 
they are still available in the Children’s Room.
   I would like to thank all of our volunteers who worked so hard over the summer giving of
 their time and energy to contribute to a successful summer reading program. We wish 
them well as they venture into a new school year.  
   Looking ahead . . . September is designated as National Library Card Sign-up Month 
and in recognition, families are invited to join us on Saturday, September 20 for  a sample 
of what the Children’s Room has to offer. Special activities are planned. This is also an 
opportunity for children who are Derby residents to apply for a library card.  
   Mark your calendar for our Annual Harvest Fair which takes place on Saturday, 
October 25 from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Families of all ages are invited to come by for 
pumpkin decorating, fall themed arts and crafts projects, a visit from Sparkles the Clown 
and a Science Snoopers presentation “Perfect Pumpkins”. There is no fee to attend 
and registration is not required.  
   Be sure to consult the newsletter calendar for a complete listing of our ongoing events 
being offered this fall.
     
        
            

Fall Book Sale
10/4, 10/6 & 10/7
$5.00 fill a bag

Harvest Fair
10/25

10 am - 1 pm

Seniors and Technology

 
 

                              In 1942, the Derby Public Library collected over 
1630 books to be sent to the WWII men in armed services. The students and 
faculty of Derby High School were the biggest contributor with over 
500 books donated.

   Greetings Teen Zone fans! The state bonding 
commission recently approved giving Derby schools 
nearly a half million dollars for the redesign and 
renovation of some classrooms to support 400 new student laptops, interactive whiteboards, 
and mobile teacher desks “among other technology-driven initiatives.” 
   Those types of awards are often difficult to come by and when received usually mean that 
expectations will be high for everyone involved in the learning process… teachers and 
students alike. I imagine excitement must also be very high and continually building as the 
passing days and weeks of familiarization with new technology and teaching/learning 
methods keeps evolving. I did a little web research to gain more perspective on these new 
technology upgrades and found an article titled 2 Pros and 2 Cons to Education 
Technology. It’s provided by Edudemic whose goal is to “connect teachers, administrators, 
students. . . with the best technology on the planet.” Here are some excerpts, starting with 
the pros.
   “Computers audio-visual capabilities from PowerPoint presentations and other animation 
software are used to present information in an interactive manner which invites greater 
interest from the students.” The author supported this assertion by noting that “Studies 
show that these teaching aids increase concentration levels of students and have led to 
improvements in student class attendance.” What better way to ensure success than by 
providing an environment in which students want to be! Ironically, the second pro talked 
about easier accessibility of information. “The Internet has given education a new 
dimension – distance learning and online education. Students no longer have to physically 
attend classes to be a part of one classroom. They can attend a class virtually at the 
comfort of their home.” Okay . . . but before you get too excited, I’d say that the day you 
don’t have to show up for regular high school classes is a bit into the future. That said, like 
most things in life upsides usually have corresponding downsides. 
   The article next highlighted the two cons of new technology in classrooms, but due to 
limited space, it is probably best to simply provide the headings under which those fall:  
1) Distraction to the Students, and 2) Cheating. Now, it has been my observation that the 
distraction issue is not limited to the learning environment. As a matter of fact, I’m 
challenged to think of a place where, young or old, we are completely free from distraction 
by social media and technology, either our own devices or those of the persons next to us. 
And as far as the potential for cheating in the classroom, I feel confident that educators will 
be able to detect misadventures of student integrity.
   With all this wonderful news about technology updates, September’s school open houses 
should prove to be a noteworthy occasion with teachers and parents chatting up the 
challenges that accompany such change. Be sure to also stop by the Derby Public Library 
table where you’ll find information about everything we offer for your educational needs, 
electronic and print, as well as entertainment and recreation opportunities.   
   Finally, Teen Chess Club is back in full swing Mondays at 6:30 PM; YA Wednesdays 
will continue to offer Nintendo Wii games, board games, and Legos every Wednesday at 
6:00 PM; Teen Book Talk has been moved to every Tuesday at 4:00 PM, except for the 
last Tuesday of each month when we present Teen Movie Night at 5:30 PM. 
       See you ‘round the Zone!

 

Participants in the YA Summer Club celebrated 
with pizza, games, and prizes!
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