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LOCAL HISTORY

Our Local Lindbergh
   A Valley man came within a few weeks of beating Charles Lindbergh on the world’s first Trans Atlantic flight.  
Unfortunately, the bureaucracy and paper work of a law suit prevented this man, Clarence Chamberlin, from winning 
the race. Chamberlin did, however, fly to Eiselbaden, Germany, breaking Lindbergh's endurance record. Chamberlin's 
flight took 43 hours and covered 3,095 miles.  Chamberlin also had the distinction of being the first Trans Atlantic 
pilot with a passenger, New York millionaire Charles A. Levine.
   Lindbergh and Chamberlin vied for a $25,000 prize offered by Raymond Orteig for the first person to make the non-stop
flight from New York to Paris. Chamberlin's legal tangle focused on who would fly the monoplane, "Miss Columbia” first on
the trip. The suit was thrown out of court the same day Lindbergh took off on his historic flight. “If it hadn't been for the  
court order, I'd have been there weeks before Lindbergh,” Chamberlin said. Lindbergh’s flight lasted from May 20-21, 1927. 
   Chamberlin was born in Denison, Iowa.  During WWI, he was a lieutenant in the Army Air Service. He became a 
Valley resident around 1944 and remained there for the rest of his life. At the time of his death, Chamberlin was a 
resident of Ripton Road in Shelton.
   Chamberlin spent his life around airplanes. In Bridgeport in 1907, a barnstorming trip gave many area residents 
their first look at the city from an airplane. He developed the first aircraft with folding wings, and also helped to design 
many Eastern airports and hangars.
   In the 1970s, Chamberlin continued to work on designs for flying boats and aircraft engines.He was inducted into 
the Aviation Hall of Fame in 1975.  He was also honored by the Mayor of Shelton and the Board of Aldermen by being 
issued a proclamation attesting to his induction into the Hall of Fame and naming him as an outstanding and honored 
citizen of Shelton.  He was a member of the Connecticut Historical Aviation Society, the Wings Club of New York and 
the Quiet Birdmen.  He was also an active member of the American Legion and other area civic organizations.
   Chamberlin died at the age of 82 at Griffin Hospital in Derby after a long illness.

                                                          

From the Desk of the Director:
Cathy Williams

Harcourt Wood Memorial
Established 1902

Daniel R. Waleski

       Right after I sat down to write this column, I received some 
     very sad news which took my thoughts in a whole new 
     direction. Friend of the Library and the City of Derby, 
     Daniel R. Waleski passed away on April 9. Mr. Waleski was 
     a true gentleman, patriot, and self-named “concerned 
     citizen.”  I always enjoyed his visits to the Library and learned 
much about the history of Derby, and life in general, from him. 
These visits often included the presentation of many gifts to 
the Library. Whether they were books, magazine subscriptions, 
or framed documents, they were all reflections of his love of 
history. Mr. Waleski also often left me hand written notes, 
sketches, and annotated articles that he thought I might be 
interested in. I truly feel honored and blessed to have spent 
this special time with such a special man.   
   It is not surprising that an 
upcoming time-honored Library 
tradition brings back a particular 
memory of Mr. Waleski. 
On Thursday, June 19 the 
Library once again celebrates 
the birthday of Harcourt Wood, 
the young boy in whose memory 
the Library was built. Flowers 
will be placed throughout the 
Library as was requested by his 
father, Colonel H. Holton Wood, 
at the dedication of the Library in 
1902. There will also be birthday cake. A couple of years ago, 
Mr. Waleski, of course knowing the history of the Library, 
offered to put together a ceremony honoring Harcourt and 
his family on this special day. As was often the case, he went 
that extra step to give the occasion the honor it warranted. 
I invite everyone to join us this year as we commemorate this 
date in the history of the Derby Public Library. 
   There are many other special events happening this spring. 
Our Annual Open House will be held on Tuesday, May 13. 
I hope you will join us for cookies and punch and learn about 
all the resources available at the Library. A Beatles Tribute 
concert at 6:30 will end the day’s festivities. We will host a 
New Line Dance class on Monday, June 16 at 6:30 PM. Line 
dancing is fun, easy to learn, a great social outlet, and 
fantastic exercise. Participants will learn such dances as, the 
Cha-Cha Slide, the Cupid Shuffle, Country Western Lindi 
Shuffle, and more.  On Monday, June 23 at 6:30 PM, Les
Julian returns to the Library to present “A Little Bit O’ Broadway.”  
This lively concert will feature songs from, The Sound of Music, 
Oklahoma, The Wizard of Oz, Peter Pan, Fiddler on the Roof, 
The Lion King, and more. So come and join us for these fun 
events. We can all use a little music and dance in our lives!
   Once only for children, summer reading clubs for adults are 
becoming increasingly popular. Here at the Derby Public 
Library I am happy to announce that we are about to begin 
our fifth summer reading club for adults! This year’s theme is 
Literary Elements. Pick up a flyer or visit our website for details.  
   The Library is now accepting submissions for our annual 
Scholarship Prize of $500. It is open to all high school seniors 
living in Derby, regardless of where they go to school, who 
are planning to further their education. The Library Board of 
Directors will select the winner based on an essay explaining 
the role of libraries in their life. Entries must be submitted 
directly to the Library by May 31. 
   Congratulations Class of 2014!
It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.
                                       --- E.E. Cummings

     

                

      Young Harcourt Wood”s favorite sport was baseball.     

                In Search of…Google
   Most computer users are very familiar with the term “Google.” In fact, what once was merely the name of a fledgling 
online computer company has evolved into a word that has become so common place in our everyday vernacular, the 
phrase “to google” actually made its way into the Oxford English Dictionary back in 2006. This is despite the fact that 
Google is not the only company that offers a search engine. Similar to Xerox and Kleenex in their respective industries, 
Google’s global stature has turned its own company name into more or less a generic term that implies internet searching. 
But even with this virtual omnipresence, Google is still quite often not used to its fullest capacity nor optimized when it 
comes to the user’s time seeking the desired information.
    For example, while it’s typically prudent to start out with a more general search term to get the most “hits” (i.e. relevant 
site listings), often a more refined Google search can be performed using what are called a Boolean operator such as 
+, -, AND, OR, etc. These additions in the search box can help narrow down the desired results considerably. Case in 
point, if one merely entered the word “pledge” when seeking information about the Pledge of Allegiance, there is a very 
good chance that the resultant “hits” would include that of Pledge, the furniture polish, or pledge as in pledging a fraternity. 
As powerful and far-reaching as Google is, it can’t necessarily read one’s mind - at least not yet. After sifting through the 
first set of hits, additional unwanted word references with a minus sign in front of them could be entered in the Google 
search box to further weed out irrelevant hits, thus creating little by little a very specific search entry tailored towards the 
user’s end goal.
   Speaking of those “hits”, many internet users often wonder how Google determines the priority of each match, and how 
the subsequent priority of the pages upon pages of listings is determined as well. In reality, there are a multitude of factors that go into conveying the sequence of information, but suffice 
it to say,  one such factor is simply the number of times the site reference is accessed via any means, akin to essentially the “popular vote” rising to the top. In other words, the more 
commonly-accessed sites tend to appear first. Keep in mind, however, that increased popularity may not always correlate with increased accuracy. 
   Another factor that can influence the relative priority of a Google “hit” is how much time, influence and expense the creator of a site has put in to increase their respective visibility on 
Google. Over and above all of its widespread usage, the fact remains that Google itself is an online business. So, to this end, Google does provide very specific ways to “inflate” ones 
presence during its internet searches that may or may not be directly related to the reliability of the site itself. Google provides this service for many reasons, one of which is to provide 
increased exposure to small, start-up companies so they can compete with large corporations when it comes to their respective online presence.
   The bottom line is, like practically all information obtained on the internet, Google searches are best used when they are highly scrutinized, carefully fine-tuned and cross-verified 
by the user via other related sites. With this type of approach, the power of a Google search can be used to its fullest. Happy hunting!  

     The Library has a note that he wrote to his teacher asking if he could bring 
     his bat and ball to school.

Join Us . . . 

Spring Open House
May 13th

11:00 am - 7:30 pm

Harcourt Wood



May 2014
1-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Drawing with Charcoal Workshop (Ages 12-17). All levels of talent invited to join. Registration requested.* 
2-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*         Registration requested.*
5-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (Ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills.   Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal social support group focusing on ways to enhance lifestyle. Registration requested.*
6-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm Mother’s Day Craft Program (Gr. K-4). Design a card for mom along with a special surprise. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Pajama Story Time (Ages 3-7). Children, wear your pajamas and enjoy songs, stories & snacks. Registration requested.*
7-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Game Night (Ages 12-17). Wii and board games. Registration requested.*
8-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:00 am Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Drawing with Charcoal Workshop (Ages 12-17). All levels of talent invited to join. Registration requested.* 
9-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*
10-SATURDAY: 10:00 am  Sensory Story Time (Ages 2-5).Designed to engage all the senses with hands-on approach. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Bring the Hoopla (Ages 4-11). Learn the art of hooping - interactive program! Hoops provided. Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm  Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
12-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 11:15 am Family Place Parent/Child Workshops (Ages 1-3). Siblings age 5 and under are also welcome. Registration requested.*    
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
13-TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm  AARP Driver Safety Class. Cost: $15/AARP members & $20.00 non-members. Registration requested.* 
 11:00 am - 7:30 pm Annual Spring Open House. All welcome to enjoy refreshments and Spring-themed raffles. Open House 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:00 pm  Read to Sandy (Ages 5-11). Share a book with Sandy, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Beatles Tribute Concert presented by Will and Jan Nininger. Acousatic version of Beatles classics. Registration requested.*
14-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Book Talk (ages 12-17). Discuss books recently read.   Registration requested.* 
15-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:00 am  Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.  
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm  Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Drawing with Charcoal Workshop (Ages 12-17). All levels of talent invited to join. Registration requested.* 
16-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*  
 11:00 am Children’s Author Meet & Greet Series. Featured book, The Shapels with author Evelyn North. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Job Search Assistance. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
19-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Cooking Demo: Springtime Harvest (Ages 18+). Featured dishes with first crops of the season. Registration requested.*
20-TUESDAY: 3:45 pm Let’s Get Creative (Ages 8-11). Explore the latest loom craze creating jewelry using bands. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Read to Payson (Ages 5-11). Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
21-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 10:30 am Science Snoopers presents Pond Life (Ages 3-6). Designed to introduce children to nature. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Lego Project Night (Ages 12-17). Be creative! All levels of skill invited. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Basic Computer Usage. Topics include: email, internet and hardware. Walk-in basis.
22-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Drawing with Charcoal Workshop (Ages 12-17). All levels of talent invited to join. Registration requested.* 
23-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*
24/26-SATURDAY & MONDAY: CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY.   
27-TUESDAY: 6:30 pm  Tween Tuesdays (Ages 10-12). Use your creative talents with several craft projects. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
28-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, Freud’s Mistress by Karen Mack & Jennifer Kaufman.  Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Movie Night (Ages 12-17). Recent release will be shown.   Registration requested.* 
29-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm Cause & Effect of Bullying - Community Forum for ages 12-17. Registration requested.*
30-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*
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2-MONDAY: June 2 All Summer Reading Programs - Registration Begins. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills.   Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal social support group focusing on ways to enhance lifestyle. Registration requested.*
3-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Pajama Story Time (Ages 3-7). Children, wear your pajamas and enjoy songs, stories & snacks. Registration requested.*
4-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Game Night (Ages 12-17). Wii and board games. Registration requested.*
5-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:45 pm Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
6-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*
9-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (Ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Highly interactive music program. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines, Local History Program presented by Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
10-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
11-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm -  7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Book Talk (Ages 12-17). Discuss books recently read.   Registration requested.* 
12-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
13-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*  
14-SATURDAY: 10:00 am Crafty Kids (Ages 5-9). Create a patriotic themed arts and crafts project. Materials supplied. Registration requested.*
 11:30 am  Teddy Bear Picnic (Ages 3-7). Bring your lunch along withh your teddy bear and join in the fun! Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
16-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm The New Line Dance (Ages 18+). Free line dance class presented by Sharyn Farrell. Registration requested.*
17-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm Read to Sandy (Ages 5-11). Share a book with Sandy, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
18-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Lego Project Night (Ages 12-17). Be creative! All levels of skill invited. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm  Tech Time. Topic: Effective Google Searching. Walk-in basis.
19-THURSDAY: 10:00 pm  Tech Time. Topic: Effective Google Searching. Walk-in basis.
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:30 am Science Snoopers presents Animal Tails (Ages 3-6). Designed to introduce children to nature. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am - 7:00 pm Harcourt Wood Memorial Birthday Celebration. All are welcome to join us for this special day. All welcome.
20-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
23-MONDAY: June 23 All Summer Reading Programs Begin.  Registration requested.*   
 6:30 pm  A Little Bit O’Broadway presented by Les Julian. Join us for a special night of Broadway. Registration requested.*
24-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Paws to Read Summer Reading Kickoff with Al DeCant. (Ages 3-11).  Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays (Ages 10-12). Use your creative talents with several craft projects. Registration requested.* 
25-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, Palisades Park by Alan Brennent.  Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm -  7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Movie Night (Ages 12-17). Recent release will be shown.   Registration requested.* 
26-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
27-FRIDAY: 11:00 am Children’s Author Meet & Greet Series. Featured book, Little Sparky with author Rich Arruzza. Registration requested.*
30-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Overview of Dementia/Alzheimer’s - Communication Techniques presented by Maria Tomasetti. Registration requested.* 
 
         
         

June 2nd
Registration begins for all Summer Reading Clubs



2-MONDAY: June 2 All Summer Reading Programs - Registration Begins. Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills.   Registration requested.* 
 6:30 pm  Just for Women (18+). Informal social support group focusing on ways to enhance lifestyle. Registration requested.*
3-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Pajama Story Time (Ages 3-7). Children, wear your pajamas and enjoy songs, stories & snacks. Registration requested.*
4-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Game Night (Ages 12-17). Wii and board games. Registration requested.*
5-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
 3:45 pm Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program. 
6-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*
9-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (Ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Highly interactive music program. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines, Local History Program presented by Rob Novak, Jr. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
10-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
11-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am  Baby & Me (Ages 0-12 mos.). Introduces youngest patrons to our library through interaction & songs.Registration requested*
 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm -  7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Book Talk (Ages 12-17). Discuss books recently read.   Registration requested.* 
12-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Nursery Rhyme Time (Ages 12-24 mos.). Finger plays, songs, movement, stories and rhymes. Registration requested.*
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 11:00 am  Time for Two’s (Ages 25-35 mos.). Stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft. Registration requested.*
13-FRIDAY: 10:00 am  Terrific Three’s (Age 3). Stories, songs, instruments, literacy games and a craft.  Registration requested.*  
14-SATURDAY: 10:00 am Crafty Kids (Ages 5-9). Create a patriotic themed arts and crafts project. Materials supplied. Registration requested.*
 11:30 am  Teddy Bear Picnic (Ages 3-7). Bring your lunch along withh your teddy bear and join in the fun! Registration requested.*
 12:30 pm Lego Time (Ages 4-11). All levels of building skills invited. Materials supplied. Drop-in program.
16-MONDAY: 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Chess Club (Ages 12-17). All levels invited to take the challenge and perfect your skills. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm The New Line Dance (Ages 18+). Free line dance class presented by Sharyn Farrell. Registration requested.*
17-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm Read to Sandy (Ages 5-11). Share a book with Sandy, our volunteer therapy dog. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
18-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am - Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm YA Wednesdays/Lego Project Night (Ages 12-17). Be creative! All levels of skill invited. Registration requested.*
 6:30 pm  Tech Time. Topic: Effective Google Searching. Walk-in basis.
19-THURSDAY: 10:00 pm  Tech Time. Topic: Effective Google Searching. Walk-in basis.
 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
 10:30 am Science Snoopers presents Animal Tails (Ages 3-6). Designed to introduce children to nature. Registration requested.*
 11:00 am - 7:00 pm Harcourt Wood Memorial Birthday Celebration. All are welcome to join us for this special day. All welcome.
20-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon & CT Works Career Coach presents Create a Great Resume. Registration requested.*
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
23-MONDAY: June 23 All Summer Reading Programs Begin.  Registration requested.*   
 6:30 pm  A Little Bit O’Broadway presented by Les Julian. Join us for a special night of Broadway. Registration requested.*
24-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Paws to Read Summer Reading Kickoff with Al DeCant. (Ages 3-11).  Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 6:30 pm Tween Tuesdays (Ages 10-12). Use your creative talents with several craft projects. Registration requested.* 
25-WEDNESDAY: 10:00 am -  Noon Local History Info Session (18+). Explore your local historical roots.  Walk-in basis.
 12:30 pm Lunchtime Book Discussion, Palisades Park by Alan Brennent.  Registration requested.* 
 1:00 pm  Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. Registration requested.*
 6:00 pm -  7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays/Movie Night (Ages 12-17). Recent release will be shown.   Registration requested.* 
26-THURSDAY: 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (All ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more. Drop-in program
27-FRIDAY: 11:00 am Children’s Author Meet & Greet Series. Featured book, Little Sparky with author Rich Arruzza. Registration requested.*
30-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Overview of Dementia/Alzheimer’s - Communication Techniques presented by Maria Tomasetti. Registration requested.* 
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   Greetings Teen Zone fans! On my last visit to DMS/DHS to gather student artwork 
for National Youth Art Month (btw – the Teen Zone display received great reviews), I 
was impressed with the level of awareness which school administrators are addressing 
the issue of bullying.  This is clearly a challenge requiring constant attention. 
   Some excerpts from the website bullyingstatistics.org inform us that “…when it 
comes to verbal bullying, this type of bullying is the most common type with about 
77 percent of all students being bullied verbally in some way or another including 
mental bullying or even verbal abuse. These types of bullying can also include 
spreading rumors, yelling obscenities or other derogatory terms based on an 
individual's race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, etc. Out of the 77 percent of 
those bullied, 14 percent have a severe or bad reaction to the abuse, according to 
     recent school bullying 
     statistics. These numbers 
     make up the students that 
     experience poor self-esteem, 
     depression, anxiety about 
     going to school and even 
     suicidal thoughts (bullycide) 
     as a result of being bullied 
     by their peers. Also as part 
     of this study, about one in 
     five students admitted they 
     are responsible for bullying 
     their peers. Almost half of all 
     students fear harassment or 
bullying in the bathroom at school, according to these school bullying statistics. As 
a result of this fear and anxiety of being bullied, many students will make excuses 
or find ways around going to school. School bullying statistics also reveal that teens 
ages 12-17 believe they have seen violence increase at their schools. In fact, these 
numbers also show that most violent altercations between students are more likely 
to occur on school grounds than on the way to school for many teens.” 
   The website further provided that “One of the most unfortunate parts of these 
school bullying statistics is that in about 85 percent of bullying cases, no intervention 
or effort is made by a teacher or administration member of the school to stop the 
bullying from taking place. However, now that more and more schools are taking 
an active approach to cut down on the number of students that live in fear of being
 bullied, the numbers will go down.” So the forecast is encouraging but there’s still 
work to be done, especially if you’ve recently witnessed or experienced first-hand 
any of the scenarios described above. One thing we can say for sure, progress and 
ultimate success will require everyone to be proactive in the effort to eliminate this 
form of psychological and sometimes physical abuse.  
   Many proactive efforts can be seen right here in the Valley. The Derby Public 
Library recently joined in this effort by applying for and receiving a grant from the 
Valley United Way’s Youth Leadership Group. With the help from these funds, the 
Library is collaborating with other area organizations to present a program on the 
many issues associated with bullying. This forum will include exploration and 
review of the latest information resources and materials on the challenges of 
bullying, open discussion about realities associated with bullying, and the 
formulation of  some usable alternatives and responses that foster confidence 
building when confronted with bully circumstances. Issues pertaining to social 
media bullying and school violence will also be addressed. I encourage all young 
adults to join us for this important event taking place on Thursday, May 29 at 
3:30 PM. Along with the anticipated benefits to which we all look forward, dinner, 
as well as door prizes will be provided. Thank you to the Youth Leadership Group 
for helping to make this community event possible. 
   Other events scheduled for May and June include . . . Rich DiCarlo’s  return to the 
Teen Zone to lead a drawing-with-charcoal workshop series on the first four 
Thursdays of May, from 4:00 to 5:30 PM. These sessions will be a great “lead in” 
to the sculpture workshop series Rich is planning as part of our upcoming Teen 
Summer Reading Club - Spark a Reaction!  Sign up begins on June 2, with the 
2014 Club kick off on June 23.  
   In the meantime, Teen Chess Club and YA Wednesdays remain the pillars of 
our Teen Zone programming. Invite your friends to reap the advantages of all the 
offerings we provide for your entertainment and enrichment.      

Cathy Williams Keep Quiet by Lisa Scottoline
Sue Sherman Tippy-Tippy-Tippy, Splash! by Candace Fleming
    (Children’s Room) 
Kathy Wilson The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty
Ann Mirisola Midnight Masquerade by Jude Deveraux 
Mary Householder Cross Roads by William P. Young
Mary Bisaccia Belle Cora by Phillip Margulies
Lorraine Piazza  I Always Loved You by Robin Oliveira
Cindy Billingslea Recipe for Adventure Series by Giada DeLaurentiis
        (Children’s Room)
Tony Delos The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater (Young Adult)
Brian Karkut Cowboy Boyd and the Mighty Calliope by Lisa Moser
Marc Weissman 700 Sundays by Billy Crystal
Andrew Bisaccia Richard the Third by Paul Murray Kendall

   

After school in the Teen Zone

Message from Miss Sue 
Sue Sherman

   The word “tween” describes 
someone ranging in age from 
10-12 years old. A common 
characteristic of being in this age 
group is not knowing where you 
fit in - not quite a teen yet, but too 
old for many things geared for 
younger children. This holds true 
in the library world too! A 10-12 
year old is too young to volunteer 
or attend teen activities, but often 
feels out of place participating in 
some programs being offered for younger library patrons. Realizing this, 
last fall the Library introduced Tween Tuesdays. Although it is still in its early 
stage, it has generated much interest and continues to grow in popularity.  
Meeting once a month, it is both a social and creative opportunity for tweens.  
Some of the activities have included fabric painting, creating holiday 
ornaments, arts and crafts projects, and their latest endeavor of designing 
the spring wall mural located in the Children’s Room. Each tween worked on 
their own individual artwork which included flowers, kites, and butterflies 
followed by suggestions and a vote on the signage for the mural. What a 
talented group of young people! Please take some time the next time you 
visit the Library to enjoy this special welcome to the spring season. 
   Upcoming Tween Tuesdays include tie-dye creations and no bake snack 
and lunch ideas. For anyone who was unable to join us during the school year 
Tween Tuesdays will be a part of our summer lineup of activities. Come by and 
be part of something fun. Bring along a friend or maybe make a new one!  
   We are very excited to be hosting a Meet and Greet Author series 
featuring CT children’s authors. We welcome Evie North on Friday, May 16 at 
11:00 AM when she will share her story about the origin of her Shapels 
characters featured in her newly published Shapels Books. Books may be 
purchased prior to her visit for signing during the “Meet and Greet”. The lineup 
continues with Rick Arruzza stopping by on Friday, June 27 at 11:00 AM 
bringing along Speedy the Tortoise who appears in several of Rick’s seven 
Sparky’s Adventures books. Come by to listen to a reading of his recently 
published title Little Sparky10 Spots. Autographed copies of his books will be 
available for purchase during the visit. Our author series continues in July with 
a visit from Ryan SanAngelo who has written the popular picture books 
Spaghetti Eddie and Bye, Bye Balloon. Ryan will share his latest book Wake Up, 
Tommy! You’re in a Book! during this return visit. More details on the July 
program will be available in our summer reading flyer.
   Just a reminder . . . registration for our summer reading program Paws to 
Read begins on June 9 with reporting on books read starting the week of 
June 23.  

Join in the fun when Turn It Up! returns to the 
Children’s Room on Monday, June 9!


