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    The site of the Derby Green, once known as the Derby Commons, hails back to 1836 
when prominent local industrialist Sheldon Smith returned to his home town of Derby 
after making a fortune from commercial ventures in New York City. Smith bought land 
on the west bank of the Naugatuck River commonly known as “The Point” in order to 
create an industrial borough of the larger community of Derby. He first called his new 
town Smithville, but later changed the name to Birmingham. Smith then persuaded a 
business acquaintance from New York, Anson G. Phelps, to join him in founding this 
new industrial community.
    In 1836, the two businessmen asked the local selectmen to build a street through 
the property that already boasted 20 homes and three stores. Smith then hired British 
engineer and land agent John Cloues to lay out the streets of the downtown. Three 
principal thoroughfares radiating off Main Street were named for Smith’s daughters, 
Elizabeth, Minerva and Caroline, and a fourth was named after Phelps’ wife Olivia. 
The rectangle of land now known as the Derby Green was set aside at that time as a 
public common to be used by all residents of the thriving industrial community.
     Smith later donated land on the north and east sides of the public square for the 
Methodist and Episcopal churches, as well as land for a parsonage for the Methodist 
Church and a Rectory for the Episcopal Church. Phelps donated land to the west of 
the Green for the Second Congregational Church as well as land for a parsonage. 
The beauty of the Green was thus enhanced by the addition of three lovely churches 
to frame its perimeter.
    In a deed dated April 25, 1845, public ownership of the Green was formalized. The 
Commons was designated to remain forever a ‘Public Green."  On October 4, 1852, 
a second document transferred ownership to the town for the sum of one dollar, 
forbidding any buildings to be placed on the land and restricting its use to military or 
public activities.
    For many years, a town pump on the southwest corner of the Green provided fresh 
water to residents who often lined up with jugs to take home fresh water drawn from a 
50-foot well below. In 1960, the well was deepened to 90 feet and the pump was 
replaced by a fountain that remains a favorite gathering place for thirsty children and 
neighborhood residents.
    Typical of most New England town greens, it is an island of serenity in the heart of 
town. The Derby Green has that special New England feeling as it is surrounded on 
three sides by churches, and a gazebo, used for a variety of events, including a 
summer concert series and the annual Olde Derby Day, is at the end of the fourth side. 
Monuments to Derby's veterans of America's wars and local firemen are prominently 
displayed as a reminder of the City's contribution to the nation's history. Last year, a 
monument containing a genuine piece of beam from the Towers was erected to 
commemorate the first responders on 9/11. The Civil War Monument was erected in 
1875 with money given as donations from the public. Another push for donations paid 
for the Union soldier on top of the monument, and the whole structure was dedicated 
July 4, 1883. The monument honors the soldiers and sailors of Derby and Shelton who 
were lost in the Civil War. Criss-crossed by walking paths, there are many park 
benches providing the opportunity to take a break from the bustle of modern life. 
    The Green received a complete makeover in the spring of 1999. On April 21, 2000, 
the Birmingham Green Historic District was designated as Derby's sixth site on the 
National Register of Historic Places, joining the Derby Public Library on that exclusive 
and prestigious list. 

The Derby Green

LOCAL HISTORY

                                              In 1975, the Derby 
Public Library sponsored an essay contest as part of 
its Fire Prevention Week activities. Pupils in grades 
4-6 were to write an essay on “What Fire Prevention 
Means to Me” in 200 words or less. The Storm Engine
Company displayed fire equipment all week in the 
Children’s Room at the Library.    
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Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything bursts with its 
last beauty, as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale.
     --Lauren DeStefano, Wither
    As a new season begins, I am excited to report there are also several new things 
here at the Library. With the onset of the digital revolution, libraries have assumed a 
leading role in offering people of all ages the opportunity to experience the high-tech 
world. According to the American Library Association, there are now over 250 libraries 
in the U.S. that offer access to 3-D printers to their patrons. Thanks in part to funds 
from a State grant, the Derby Public Library can now be included in that group! To put 
it simply, 3-D printing is the process of making three dimensional solid objects from a 
digital file by using an additive process. We have already scheduled an introduction 
class for our young adult learners. We will keep you posted as we continue to develop 
our MakerSpace, a place for creative learning.
    The Library now also offers lynda.com, an online education resource offering thousands 
of video courses in software, creative, and business skills, which can be accessed here 
at the Library or remotely by using your Derby Public Library card. Also added to our 
technological offerings is Hoopla, which instantly lets you borrow free digital movies, 
music, eBooks and more, 24/7, again with your Derby Public Library card. Learn more 
about both of these exciting additions in the Tech Corner column. 
    September is designated as National Library Card Sign-Up Month. As you can see, a 
Derby Public Library card is your key to a world of resources and information. While 
Connecticard allows anyone living within the state borrow materials from any library in 
the state, many of our remote services are only available to Derby residents. So to all 
Derby residents, do you have one in your wallet or on your key chain? 
    Along with keeping up to date with Library activities, there is now yet another reason 
to like us on Facebook. On September 1, we launch our new weekly series, Turn-Back 
Tuesdays. The Library owns numerous local history post cards and photos. This is 
another way of sharing them with you. Every Tuesday, another posting will be made to 
test your knowledge and memory of Derby days gone by!   
    As you begin to fill in your calendar for September and October, check out our calendar. 
Timely for the season, we have scheduled a Savory Apple cooking demo and a CT 
Witchcraft author visit. Also included are  Recycle Craft classes, Watercolor classes, 
an AARP Driver Safety class, a Local Author Visit, a Social Security Information workshop, 
a look back with Yesterday’s Headlines, and our Annual Fall Book Sale. You will also see 
our ongoing programs – Lunchtime Book Discussions, Tech Time, Resume “Right-ing,” 
Movie Matinees, Sports Talks, Career Coach visits, and Local History sessions.
    While we look ahead, I must also take some time to reflect on this past summer. 
Our days were filled with numerous programs for all ages, including the CT Summer 
Food program. We were very fortunate to have the help of several volunteers with 
both programs and shelving of materials during this busy 
time. Many thanks to all for all your help!  A special thank 
you to Pat Tarasovic, Director of the Volunteer Action 
Center at the Valley United Way for her help in connecting 
us with some of these wonderful and caring individuals.
    This summer, the Library was deeply saddened by the 
loss of longtime Library Board member and past President, 
Charles M. Stankye, Jr. He was greatly respected 
throughout the community, touching many lives through 
his involvement with Boy Scouts Troop 3, Local and State
Fire Departments, and numerous other non-profit 
organizations. Having served on the Library Board for more 
than 30 years, Mr. Stankye helped guide the Library 
through many changes, not the least of which was a major 
addition/renovation project in 2000. Mr. Stankye was 
always the guiding force for all Library building maintenance 
and repair issues. His dedication, hard work, support, and frequent visits 
will be greatly missed, but as he often advised us, we will “keep the faith.”  

   

      

    

        

Charles M. Stankye, Jr. 

 

 

 
                     
 
                     
 
 
                    
 
                   
 
 



1-TUESDAY: 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Resue Craft Class (18+) What to Do with All Those Old CDs & DVDs.  
8-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm-7:30 pm Baby Signs Workshop (18+) presented by Elaine Langsam. Two-ppart workshop, light dinner provided.
10-THURSDAY: 3:45 pm STEAM Program for Kids, Frozen (grs. 1-3). Make & experiment with crystals. Materials provided.
11-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach presents Using Social Networking in Your Job Search.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public. Learn where to look for jobs & how to get the job you want.
14-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Savory Apple Recipes (18+) cooking demo presented by Stacey Ference. 
17-THURSDAY: 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.   
21-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Author Visit - Connecticut Witch Trials: The First Panic in the New World by Cindy Wolfe Boynton. 
22 -TUESDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm AARP Driver Safety Class (ages 50+) $15.00/AARP members, $20.00/non-members. 
 3:30 pm  YA Introduction to 3-D Printing(ages 12-17). Learn about the possibilities with this new technology.
 3:45 pm Crafty Kids (grs. K-3) after school program. Get creative! Materials provided.
 6:30 pm Local Author Visit: Derby Native Sal Coppola discusses his new book, Palace of Sweets.  
28-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Maximize Your Social Security Benefits presented by David Cowan, endorsed AAA retiree advisor.
29-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm Watercolor Painting Workshop (ages 18+) presented by Rich DiCarlo. 
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)
Special Events

Registration is requested for all programs. Local History Info Sessions, Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis.

Reoccurring Programs in September
        
     
MONDAYS:
9/14, 9/21,  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to learn & improve strategy with Mr. Julio Maldonado.  
9/28

 

                        
              

  

September 5 & 7 - Closed in 
Observance of Labor Day Weekend

TUESDAYS: 
9/1, 9/8, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. September’s topic: Derby Schools. Research assistance will also be  
9/15, 9/22, 9/29     available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.

 
   

THURSDAYS: 
9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.
9/24

9/10, 9/17,   10:00 am  Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
9/24     Caregivers welcome.
 
9/17 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions! 

   FRIDAYS: 
9/11, 9/18, 10:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-6). Join us for stories, songs, intruments, literacy games and a craft. Children   
9/25      are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.

Tech Time are on a drop-in basis

Always popular, another 
AARP Driver Safety Class 
has been scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 22

What to Do with All Those Old CDs & DVDs.  
 (18+) presented by Elaine Langsam. Two-ppart workshop, light dinner provided.

 (grs. 1-3). Make & experiment with crystals. Materials provided.

(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)
Special Events

 (ages 3-6). Join us for stories, songs, intruments, literacy games and a craft. Children
are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.

Our summer Adult Watercolor 
Classes generated so much 
interest (and fun) that Rich DiCarlo 
will return on Tuesday, 
September 29 and Monday, 
October 19 to continue the artistic journey!

Registration is requested for all programs. Registration is requested for all programs.         Registration is requested for all programs. 

9/3, 9/10, 9/17, 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series

WEDNESDAYS: 
9/2 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing.  

9/2, 9/9, 9/16, 10:00 am - Noon   Local History Info Session. September’s topic: Derby Schools. Research assistance will also be 
9/23, 9/30     available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
  6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games, and Lego.

9/9, 9/16, 10:00 am  Baby Steps (birth to 24 mo.). Opportunity for a parent/caregiver to bond with their young child through
9/22, 9/30     interactive play. Older siblings are welcome to join us.

9/16 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

9/30 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, A Lucky Life Interrupted: A Memoir of Hope by Tom Brokaw. 
     Multiple copies of the book are available. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and beverage provided.



Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything bursts with its 
last beauty, as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale.
     --Lauren DeStefano, Wither
    As a new season begins, I am excited to report there are also several new things 
here at the Library. With the onset of the digital revolution, libraries have assumed a 
leading role in offering people of all ages the opportunity to experience the high-tech 
world. According to the American Library Association, there are now over 250 libraries 
in the U.S. that offer access to 3-D printers to their patrons. Thanks in part to funds 
from a State grant, the Derby Public Library can now be included in that group! To put 
it simply, 3-D printing is the process of making three dimensional solid objects from a 
digital file by using an additive process. We have already scheduled an introduction 
class for our young adult learners. We will keep you posted as we continue to develop 
our MakerSpace, a place for creative learning.
    The Library now also offers lynda.com, an online education resource offering thousands 
of video courses in software, creative, and business skills, which can be accessed here 
at the Library or remotely by using your Derby Public Library card. Also added to our 
technological offerings is Hoopla, which instantly lets you borrow free digital movies, 
music, eBooks and more, 24/7, again with your Derby Public Library card. Learn more 
about both of these exciting additions in the Tech Corner column. 
    September is designated as National Library Card Sign-Up Month. As you can see, a 
Derby Public Library card is your key to a world of resources and information. While 
Connecticard allows anyone living within the state borrow materials from any library in 
the state, many of our remote services are only available to Derby residents. So to all 
Derby residents, do you have one in your wallet or on your key chain? 
    Along with keeping up to date with Library activities, there is now yet another reason 
to like us on Facebook. On September 1, we launch our new weekly series, Turn-Back 
Tuesdays. The Library owns numerous local history post cards and photos. This is 
another way of sharing them with you. Every Tuesday, another posting will be made to 
test your knowledge and memory of Derby days gone by!   
    As you begin to fill in your calendar for September and October, check out our calendar. 
Timely for the season, we have scheduled a Savory Apple cooking demo and a CT 
Witchcraft author visit. Also included are  Recycle Craft classes, Watercolor classes, 
an AARP Driver Safety class, a Local Author Visit, a Social Security Information workshop, 
a look back with Yesterday’s Headlines, and our Annual Fall Book Sale. You will also see 
our ongoing programs – Lunchtime Book Discussions, Tech Time, Resume “Right-ing,” 
Movie Matinees, Sports Talks, Career Coach visits, and Local History sessions.
    While we look ahead, I must also take some time to reflect on this past summer. 
Our days were filled with numerous programs for all ages, including the CT Summer 
Food program. We were very fortunate to have the help of several volunteers with 
both programs and shelving of materials during this busy 
time. Many thanks to all for all your help!  A special thank 
you to Pat Tarasovic, Director of the Volunteer Action 
Center at the Valley United Way for her help in connecting 
us with some of these wonderful and caring individuals.
    This summer, the Library was deeply saddened by the 
loss of longtime Library Board member and past President, 
Charles M. Stankye, Jr. He was greatly respected 
throughout the community, touching many lives through 
his involvement with Boy Scouts Troop 3, Local and State
Fire Departments, and numerous other non-profit 
organizations. Having served on the Library Board for more 
than 30 years, Mr. Stankye helped guide the Library 
through many changes, not the least of which was a major 
addition/renovation project in 2000. Mr. Stankye was 
always the guiding force for all Library building maintenance 
and repair issues. His dedication, hard work, support, and frequent visits 
will be greatly missed, but as he often advised us, we will “keep the faith.”  
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)

Reoccurring Programs in October

THURSDAYS: 
10/1, 10/8,   10:00 am  Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
10.15, 10/22,      Caregivers welcome.
10/29 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.    

10/15 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

    
 FRIDAYS:
10/2, 10/9, 10:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-6). Join us for stories, songs, intruments, literacy games and a craft. Children   
10/16, 10/23, 10/30   are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.
 
    

 
                        
               

        
     
MONDAYS: 
10/5, 10/19,  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to learn & improve strategy with Mr. Julio Maldonado.
10/26

   
  

WEDNESDAYS:
10/7 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing
 
10/7, 10/14, 10:00 am  Baby Steps (birth to 24 mo.). Opportunity for a parent/caregiver to bond with their young child through
10/21, 10/28     interactive play. Older siblings are welcome to join us.
 10:00 am - Noon   Local History Info Session. October’s topic: From Tricks to Treats - A History of Halloween in Derby.  
     Research assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.     
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Lego.

10/21 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

10/28 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger. Bring a bag lunch.  
     Dessert and beverage  provided. 
     

TUESDAYS: 
10/6, 10/13, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. October’s topic: From Tricks to Treats - A History of Halloween in Derby.   
10/20, 10/27     Research assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
    

Special Events

5-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Join us for a Music & Movement program.  
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines (Local History Program) presented by Rob Novak, Jr.
6-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Why Choose a Community College? presented by Bernie Shea, Asst. Director of Admission, HCC.
 6:30 pm Read to Payson (ages 5-11) Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog.
13-TUESDAY: 6:30 pm  Recycle, Repurpose, Resue Craft Class (18+) What to Do with All Those Old Calendars
15-THURSDAY: 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.
 4:00 pm Teen Watercolor Class (ages 12-17) with instructor Rich DiCarlo. 
16-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach (formerly CT Works) presents Job Search Assistance.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public.
17-SATURDAY: 11:00 am Fall Fun Day - Animal Show on the Go. Interactive animal program. Create autumn wall mural.
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied. 
19-MONDAY: 6:00 pm Watercolor Painting Workshop (ages 18+) presented by Rich DiCarlo.
20-TUESDAY: 3:30 pm YA MakerSpace Project (ages 12-17).
 3:45 pm Autumn Bingo for Kids (grs. K-4). Create your own bingo card. Come try your luck. Prizes!
24-SATURDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Annual Fall Book Sale. Shoppers are invited to fill a bag for $5.00. Bags provided.
26-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
27-TUESDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.

Registration is requested for all programs. Local History Info Sessions, Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis.

October 12 - Closed in 
Observance of Columbus Day

Tech Time are on a drop-in basis

(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)

 (ages 3-6). Join us for stories, songs, intruments, literacy games and a craft. Children
are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.

(ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Join us for a Music & Movement program.Music & Movement program.Music & Movement   
presented by Rob Novak, Jr.

.
 
The tenth season of Sports Talk 
is winding down. Rich Marazzi 
and his Silver Sluggers celebrated
their 300 meeting this past July!
 

Bring a bag lunch.  

10/21, 10/28     
 10:00 am - Noon   
     
 1:00 pm   

10/15 10:00 am  Tech Time: 

John Saccu from the Derby Youth Bureau 
continues his visits to the Library, bringing our 
young adults information 
on a wide range of 
timely topics. 
 

(Registration is requested for all Special Events.

10/15 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

  FRIDAYS:  FRIDAYS:  
10/2, 10/9, 10:00 am Preschool Story Time
10/16, 10/23, 10/30   are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.

  

                        
               

5-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Join us for a 
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines
6-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Why Choose a Community College?
 6:30 pm Read to Payson 

October 12 - Closed in 
Observance of Columbus Day

10/15 10:00 am  Tech Time: 

10:00 am 

John Saccu from the Derby Youth Bureau 
continues his visits to the Library, bringing our 
young adults information 
on a wide range of 
timely topics. 
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TECH CORNER
Marc Weissman

Sta� Picks

Another Young
Adult MakerSpace
class will be held on
Tuesday, 
October 20.

Hoopla & Lynda are Here!
    Ever wonder what it would be like to have a single app that 
combined features from Netflix, YouTube, iTunes, Amazon and 
more? And better yet, was available for FREE 24/7 just by using 
your library card? Well, welcome to the digital world of Hoopla, a 
multi-media website now available from the Derby Public Library.
    Hoopla is a revolutionary digital service that brings you thousands 
of movies, full music albums, audio books, and more simply by 
being a Library patron. From Hollywood blockbusters to best-selling 
artists and authors, you’ll soon discover that Hoopla provides you 
the freedom to experience, explore, and enjoy what you want, 
when you want, and where you want, when it comes to popular 
culture. This includes not just the hits, but niche and hard-to-find 
offerings as well. It’s simple to use and eliminates the hassle of 
having to return the items you've borrowed. All you need is your 
Derby Public Library card and either a web browser, smart phone 
or tablet to get started. 
    Meanwhile, are you looking to get back into the work force, 
change careers or simply learn a new skill or hobby? Yet another 
website we have newly activated that can help you do just that is  
lynda.com. Lynda.com is a leading online learning company that 
helps anyone learn business, software, technology, and creative 
skills to achieve personal and professional goals. So Library 
patrons now have access to the entire lynda.com video library of 
engaging, top-quality courses taught by recognized industry 
experts through corporate, academic and government subscriptions. 
The company also provides German, French and Spanish 
language content for those interested in cultural-based opportunities.
With technology changing as quickly as it does, the Derby Public 
Library continues to keep up with the latest and greatest offerings.  
So this fall, look for both the Hoopla and lynda.com icons as part 
of our online databases at www.derbypubliclibrary.org as well as 
via shortcuts on all of our Library computers. 

    Greetings Teen Zone fans!  The start of a new school year is the perfect 
time to remind you of the many resources the Library offers to ensure your 
academic success. Many of these can be accessed not only at the Library, 
but also remotely on your computers, tablets, and smart phones, simply by 
logging in with your Derby Public Library card number. For a full listing of our 
databases and electronic offerings, visit the homepage on our website 
www.derbypubliclibrary.org. Spend some time clicking around. You’ll be 
pleasantly surprised and excited about the prospects for success! 
    One of the many triumphs this summer was the introduction of our 
MakerSpace programming. Libraries around the world are formulating 
strategies to incorporate this latest progression in library culture. The Teen 
Zone is embarking on its own journey through these newly-charted waters, 
scheduling some on-going programming along the “Maker” theme. Join us 
as we explore this seemingly boundless frontier, certain to redefine the way 
we think about both personal and collective 
creativity and capability. We’ll assemble for our first “Maker” meetings of the 
season on Tuesday afternoons, September 22 and October 20 at 3:30 PM.
    We are also pleased to announce the reengagement of the Teen Zone’s 
ever-popular Teen Chess Club with Mr. Julio, which meets Monday 
evenings at 6:30 PM, as well as our never-boring YA Wednesdays starting 
at 6:00 PM, where exhilarating competition is waged in a variety of Nintendo 
Wii games, board games, and Legos, too! Bring friends to these and all of our 
Teen Zone programs!
See you ‘round the Zone!  

or tablet to get started. 
    Meanwhile, are you looking to get back into the work force, 
change careers or simply learn a new skill or hobby? Yet another 
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lynda.com. Lynda.com is a leading online learning company that 
helps anyone learn business, software, technology, and creative 
skills to achieve personal and professional goals. So Library 
patrons now have access to the entire lynda.com video library of 
engaging, top-quality courses taught by recognized industry 
experts through corporate, academic and government subscriptions. 
The company also provides German, French and Spanish 
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The company also provides German, French and Spanish 
language content for those interested in cultural-based opportunities.
With technology changing as quickly as it does, the Derby Public 
Library continues to keep up with the latest and greatest offerings.  
So this fall, look for both the Hoopla and lynda.com icons as part 
of our online databases a
via shortcuts on all of our Library computers. 

engaging, top-quality courses taught by recognized industry 
experts through corporate, academic and government subscriptions. 
The company also provides German, French and Spanish 

Staff Picks
Cathy Williams Luckiest Girl Alive by Jessica Knoll
Sue Sherman Not This Bear by Alyssa Satin Capucilli (Children’s Room)
Kathy Wilson The Other Typist by Suzanne Rindell
Ann Mirisola A New Hope by Robyn Carr
Tony DeLos Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Mary Bisaccia Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee
Lorraine Piazza The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
Gabriella Novak Halloween Tree by Ray Bradbury (Children’s Room)
Brian Karkut  Ms. Sue Has No Clue by Dan Gutman (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman Biotechnology by Lynn Messina
Mary Householder Who Let the Dog Out? by David Rosenfelt
Andrew Bisaccia Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America 
    by Barbara Ehrenreich

    It was a great summer in the Children’s Room with so many families making the Library a 
part of their weekly and often daily routine. Our summer was a success due in part to the time 
and energy of our devoted volunteers. They helped often helped behind the scenes prepping 
for programs, donating materials for our weekly craft classes, and updating reading journals, 
along with lending a hand during our summer meals program and facilitating several arts and 
craft programs. Thank you volunteers!
    Our Fall Session of Weekly Story Times begins on September 9 with the introduction of 
                                                                                             Baby Steps for children from birth to 
                                                                                            24 months old along with a caregiver. 
                                                                                            Come play, learn and grow during 
                                                                                             this interactive program that includes 
                                                                                             play activities to foster developmental 
                                                                                             and social skills. This class blends 
                                                                                             traditional story time elements of a 
                                                                                              story, songs and rhymes with play. 
                                                                                              You can explore different play stations 
                                                                                              together and enhance language and 
                                                                                              communication between you and 
                                                      your young child. Baby Steps will also feature a book display 
and list featuring titles that are age appropriate to share during the class or borrow for further 
reading at home. We have invited healthcare professionals from the community to stop by 
from time to time to answer questions on immunization, nutrition, dental care for infants and 
more. Older siblings are welcome to join us.  
    Imagine communicating with your baby or toddler who has not yet mastered their language 
skills through the use of signs. Just think of how less frustrating it could be for both the child 
and adult. We are hosting a Baby Signs Workshop on Tuesdays, September 8 and 15 from
6:00 PM -7:30 PM and invite parents, early childhood educators or adults who interact with 
young children and wish to learn this unique form of communication. Elaine Langsam, a Baby 
Signs Certified Instructor and Early Childhood Educator will review with participants the 
fundamentals of communicating with babies and young children without words through 
interactive activities during each class. This session will be a continuation of the workshops 
offered last April. It is not a requirement to have attended the previous session. This program 
is free to attend, but registration is requested. It is a great opportunity for professional 
development, with certificates given upon completion of the second class.  
    Over the summer we held an abundance of hands on activities including several STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) programs for kids and we continue the trend with 
an after school class on Thursday, September 10 at 3:45 PM. This time we will be 
incorporating art into the mix, thus a STEAM program. Children in grades 1-3 will be making 
and experimenting with crystals and “snow” projects. Come and see how much fun science 
can be! 
    Now that the fall season is upon us and everyone has settled into that back to school mode, 
we thought it would be a great time to host a Saturday of family events. Stop by on Saturday, 
October 17 for Fall Fun Day. The day will feature a variety of activities including a live animal 
presentation by Animal Show on the Go at 11:00 AM. This interactive animal program will 
focus on how animals are preparing for the colder days ahead. Throughout the day kids may 
help create our autumn wall mural by decorating an owl, pumpkin, leaf or scarecrow cutout.  
Lego Time will also be part of the day’s lineup taking place 
at 12:30 PM for children ages 4-11.  
We look forward to seeing everyone on our Fall Fun Day!
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Turn It Up! returns to the Library 
on Monday, October 3.

 

 

 
                     
 
                     
 
 
                    
 
                   
 
 

THURSDAYS: 
10/1, 10/8,   10:00 am  Time for Twos (24-36 mo.) stories, songs, finger plays and a simple craft for toddler and parent(s).  
10.15, 10/22,      Caregivers welcome.
10/29 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.    

10/15 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

    
 FRIDAYS:
10/2, 10/9, 10:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-6). Join us for stories, songs, intruments, literacy games and a craft. Children   
10/16, 10/23, 10/30   are encouraged to attend this story time independently while a caregive remains in the Children’s Room area.
 
    

 
                        
               

WEDNESDAYS:
10/7 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing
 
10/7, 10/14, 10:00 am  Baby Steps (birth to 24 mo.). Opportunity for a parent/caregiver to bond with their young child through
10/21, 10/28     interactive play. Older siblings are welcome to join us.
 10:00 am - Noon   Local History Info Session. October’s topic: From Tricks to Treats - A History of Halloween in Derby.  
     Research assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.     
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Lego.

10/21 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

10/28 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger. Bring a bag lunch.  
     Dessert and beverage  provided. 
     

TUESDAYS: 
10/6, 10/13, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. October’s topic: From Tricks to Treats - A History of Halloween in Derby.   
10/20, 10/27     Research assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
    

5-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 3-6) presented by Sandi Schuchmann. Join us for a Music & Movement program.  
 6:30 pm Yesterday’s Headlines (Local History Program) presented by Rob Novak, Jr.
6-TUESDAY: 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Why Choose a Community College? presented by Bernie Shea, Asst. Director of Admission, HCC.
 6:30 pm Read to Payson (ages 5-11) Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog.
13-TUESDAY: 6:30 pm  Recycle, Repurpose, Resue Craft Class (18+) What to Do with All Those Old Calendars
15-THURSDAY: 3:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.
 4:00 pm Teen Watercolor Class (ages 12-17) with instructor Rich DiCarlo. 
16-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach (formerly CT Works) presents Job Search Assistance.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public.
17-SATURDAY: 11:00 am Fall Fun Day - Animal Show on the Go. Interactive animal program. Create autumn wall mural.
 12:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied. 
19-MONDAY: 6:00 pm Watercolor Painting Workshop (ages 18+) presented by Rich DiCarlo.
20-TUESDAY: 3:30 pm YA MakerSpace Project (ages 12-17).
 3:45 pm Autumn Bingo for Kids (grs. K-4). Create your own bingo card. Come try your luck. Prizes!
24-SATURDAY: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Annual Fall Book Sale. Shoppers are invited to fill a bag for $5.00. Bags provided.
26-MONDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.
27-TUESDAY: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm Annual Fall Book Sale continues.

  


