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Mary A. BisacciaHistory of Route 8
    Route 8, one of the most travelled roads in Western Connecticut was created by 
the combination of smaller, local roads, the whole being greater than the sum of its 
parts. Today, Route 8 totals 134 miles, running from Searsburg, Vermont to 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. Of Route 8's total length, 67 miles are located in 
Connecticut, with 58 miles of expressway. The expressway begins at Interstate 95 
in downtown Bridgeport, Connecticut. For the first 4 miles, it is multiplexed with 
Route 25. Route 25 splits from Route 8 at the Bridgeport/Trumbull town line; 
Route 25 heads northwest toward Newtown while Route 8 turns northeast toward 
Shelton. Route 8 continues northeast through Trumbull and Shelton before turning 
due north in Derby. Route 8 continues on a northward path, winding its way through 
the Naugatuck Valley to Waterbury. It crosses I-84 on a two-level structure where 
the northbound lanes were built above the southbound lanes. Beyond Waterbury, 
Route 8 continues north through Thomaston, briefly multiplexing with US Route 6. 
It continues north through Litchfield and Torrington. The expressway portion ends 
at US Route 44 in Winsted. Route 8 then turns west and follows Route 44 for about 
one mile before turning north and heads through Colbrook as a 2-lane road before 
entering Massachusetts.
    The original Connecticut Route 8 was constructed during the early 1920s, from 
the present-day intersection of US-1 and CT-110 in Stratford to the Massachusetts 
State Line. From Winsted north to the Massachusetts border, Route 8 follows its 
original alignment, except a short rerouting west of the Colebrook River Lake just 
south of the state line (the original road lays under the lake).
    The State of Connecticut’s highway department wanted to take Fanny Osborn’s 
property in Derby by eminent domain to build Route 8. She made an end-run 
around what would have been a disaster for her and made a gift of her farm and 
house to the State to create Osbornedale State Park after her death. Thus the 
highway was rerouted a little to the east (unfortunately taking other properties by 
eminent domain, but at least Osborndale remains.)
    Construction of the Route 8 Expressway occurred over a period of 35 years, 
starting at Exit 13 in Shelton to Exit 16 in Derby in 1951 and continuing throughout 
the route in no specific order during this time, ending at Exits 7 to 11 in Trumbull.
    During the late 1980s and 1990s the oldest section of Route 8 from Exit 13 in 
Shelton to Exit 17 in Derby was reconstructed through a series of projects that 
replaced bridges. The Commodore Hull Bridge over the Housatonic River was 
rehabilitated and widened from 1983 to 1990. The bridges that carry Coram 
Avenue and Division Avenue over Route 8 in Shelton were replaced in 1990. 
Between 1993 and 1998, the interchange with Route 34 in Derby was reconstructed 
and reconfigured, which included the addition of an auxiliary lane in each direction 
to Exit 16 and the replacement of a bridge over a railroad spur just south of Exit 16. 
The Route 8 Bridge over the Pershing Drive onramp (Exit 16) to southbound 
Route 8 was replaced in 1991 while the bridge that carries Hawkins Street over 
Route 8 near Exit 17 was replaced in 2001.
     Now in 2015, more bridgework is being done over the Main Street, Derby Bridge 
and is expected to take several years to complete. A northbound onramp for Exit 18 
in Ansonia is also under construction along Westfield Avenue in Ansonia. This will 
solve two problems: the extremely short northbound onramp at exit 17, and a 
shorter distance between northbound onramps between exits 17 and 19 near the 
Seymour border.
There are many more plans for the updating of Route 8. 
Check with www.ct.gov/dot/cwp/browse for more information.

Summer: Hair gets lighter. Skin gets darker. Water gets warmer. Drinks get colder.  
Music gets louder. Nights get longer. Life gets better.
            -- Author Unknown
    As we look ahead to another busy summer, I first want to update you on what 
proved to be a very busy spring. 
   The Derby Public Library received a total of $560 in donations during The Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven and The Valley Community Foundation’s The Great 
Give 2015. Thank you to all who contributed.  We are already looking at things we can 
do to top that number next year! 
   The State of Connecticut passed its two year budget on June 3. Thanks to the over-
whelming show of support from library users across the state, the cuts to the Connecticut 
State Library were significantly reduced. Thank you to all who showed their support!
   We learned in early spring that due to reduced funding, the Statewide Library Catalog 
(reQuest), including the reQuest Interlibrary Loan service, would not be available after 
June 30. A new system will be available online in fall 2015. During the interim period, 
you will still be able to place holds and receive materials from the 60 libraries within our 
Bibliomation consortium. Please contact the Library to request materials from Connecticut 
libraries outside of our consortium. Thank you for your patience during this transition.      
   The Library was most fortunate to receive a significant local history collection from 
Derby native Arthur Bogen.  It includes post cards, books, photos, maps, and ephemera 
of Derby days gone by. A small sampling of the post cards has already been on display 
and enjoyed by many. Over the coming months, other pieces will be showcased in our 
main display case and on our Facebook page. Many thanks to Arthur for entrusting us 
with this wonderful piece of Derby history!
    And now onto summer highlights . . . 
   While our Summer Reading Clubs are in full swing for all ages, it is not too late to still 
register.  New this year, report electronically by using LitKeeper! All three clubs include 
great prizes, raffles, and celebrations.
   The Derby Public Library is happy once again to be a site for the Summer Food 
Program administered by the State of Connecticut Department of Education Child 
Nutrition Unit and the USDA. This program is a continuation of the school lunch program.  
Children and teens 18-and-under are invited to join us for free lunch, Monday through 
Friday, in our lower level multi-purpose room at 12:30 p.m. Stay after lunch for some 
great programs and quiet reading or computer time!
   The theme of the Adult Reading Club is Escape the Ordinary, and with all the amazing 
programs scheduled here at the Library, you don’t have to go far to do just that. Will Siss 
will discuss the History of Connecticut Breweries when he comes to visit on July 13, 
David DeWitt will show how Handwriting Analysis can help with career and life choices 
on August 10, Harold and Teddie Nivers will present an Evening with the Gillettes 
(Gillette Castle) on August 24, and Gordon Williams will explore Norman Rockwell’s 
America on August 31. Rich DiCarlo returns to the Library, this time with Water Color 
Workshops for adults on July 20 & 27, while Jeannie Roslonowski returns on July 6 & 
August 3 for more great Recycling Craft Classes. You can also find an “escape” every 
Wednesday afternoon at our Movie Matinees at 1:00 PM.
   For some “escapes” that require a little travel, don’t forget our Recreation Passes to a 
wide variety of destinations, including aquariums, museums, zoo, and state parks.
   And remember, when the rising temperatures get too hot, you can always “escape” 
to the Derby Public Library to cool off, relax, and enjoy some quiet time!
Have a safe and happy summer!   
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Summer Reading Clubs:  
  Explore the Ordinary 
  (Adult)
  Unmask! (Teen)
  Escape the Ordinary 
  (Children)
 

                                          The walls of the Derby 

Public Library, built in 1902,  are quarry-faced granite 

cut in Ansonia, tapering from three feet thick at the 

bottom to two feet thick at the top.
 

Library Trivia:
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From the Desk of the Director:

                     
Last summer’s adult 
reading club celebrration!

   And remember, when the rising temperatures get too hot, you can always “escape” 
to the Derby Public Library to cool off, relax, and enjoy some quiet time!



1-WEDNESDAY: 1:30 pm The Germ Battles (ages 4-7) presented by Science Snoopers. 
6-MONDAY: 1:30 pm It’s Snowing (grs. 1-4) presented by the Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) Relax and see your creativity emerge.
7-TUESDAY: 1:30 pm It’s Christmas in July! (ages 4-8) Author Tara Andrews shares her book “No Peanuts for Santa.”
 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Teen “Tie-Dye” (ages 12-17). All material supplied to create your own fashion statement!
10-FRIDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 4-9). Frozen theme. Music & movement program.
13-MONDAY: 11:00 am What’s for Breakfast? (ages 8-12) cooking demo presented by Stacey Ference.
 6:30 pm Connecticut Beer: A History of Nutmeg State Brewing presented by Will Siss. 
14-TUESDAY: 1:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied. 
 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Teen MakerSpace (ages 12-17). Learn the basics of robotic design & function.
 6:00 pm-7:45 pm College Planning Seminar presented by Anthony Luther. Academic Preparation & Financial Information.
16-THURSDAY: 1:30 pm Animal Partners (ages 4-7) presented by Science Snoopers. 
17-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach (formerly CT Works) presents Job Search Assistance.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public. Learn where to look for jobs & how to get the job you want.
 1:30 pm Kaleidoscope of Colors (grs. K-4) presented by Imagine Nation Museum Early Learning Center.  
18-SATURDAY: 10:00 am - Noon College Planning Seminar presented by Anthony Luther. Academic Preparation & Financial Information. 
20-MONDAY: 1:30 pm STEM Program for Girls (grs. 2-5). Create, design,test & take home a project using everyday items.
 6:30 pm Watercolor Painting Workshop (ages 18+) presented by Rich DiCarlo. 
21 -TUESDAY: 1:30 pm Our Hero the Frog & Sidekick Toad (ages 4-9) presented by the Kellogg Environmental Center. 
 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Superhero Movie Matinee (ages 12-17). Light snacks will be provided.
23-THURSDAY: 1:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.
24-FRIDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 4-9). Music & movement program. 
27-MONDAY: 11:00 am Read to Payson (ages 5-11) Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog.
 1:30 pm STEM Program for Girls (grs. 2-5). Create, design,test & take home a project using everyday items.
 6:30 pm Watercolor Painting Workshop (ages 18+) presented by Rich DiCarlo. 
28-TUESDAY: 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Graphic Novel Comic Con (ages 12-17). Join the “Con”vention to defend your favorite superhero!
31-FRIDAY: 10:00 am Sea Mammals (ages 4-7) presented by Science Snoopers.
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Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) Relax and see your creativity emerge.
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)
Special Events

Registration is requested for all programs. Local History Info Sessions, Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis.

Reoccurring Programs in July
        
     
MONDAYS:
7/6, 7/13,  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to practice strategies.  
7/20, 7/27

 

                        
              

  

July 3 & 4 - Closed in Observance of the 
Fourth of July Holiday

TUESDAYS: 
7/7, 7/14, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. July’s topic: Derby Recreational Sports through the Years. Research 
7/21, 7/28     assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.

 
   

WEDNESDAYS: 
7/1 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing.  

7/1, 7/8, 7/15, 10:00 am - Noon   Local History Info Session. July’s topic: Derby Recreational Sports through the Years. Research
7/22, 7/29     assistance will also be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
 11:00 am  Crafty Kids (ages 5-11). A different art/craft project offered each week.
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
  6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games, and Lego.

7/15 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

7/29 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, Summer Sisters by Judy Blume. Multiple copies of the book are available.
     Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and beverage provided.

THURSDAYS: 
7/2, 7/9, 7/16 10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.
7/23, 7/30

7/2, 7/9, 7/16,  10:00 am  Toddler Time (ages 1-2 yrs.). Weekly story time for toddler and parent(s). Caregivers welcome.  
7/23, 7/30
 11:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Weekly story time with activities.  

7/16 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions! 

7/9, 7/16,  4:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Summer Art Workshops (ages 12-17). Led by Valley Arts Council member, Rich DiCarlo. All materials
7/23. 7/30     will be provided. Keep your artistic skillsets exercised & in peak form!      

FRIDAYS: 
7/10, 7/17, 1:30 pm  Funtastic Fridays! (ages 4-11). A different activity each week: bingo, crafts, game day,    
7/24, 7/31      movie matinee & more!

(grs. 1-4) presented by the Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.
(18+) Relax and see your creativity emerge.
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7/2, 7/9, 7/16,  10:00 am  Toddler Time (ages 1-2 yrs.). Weekly story time for toddler and parent(s). Caregivers welcome.
7/23, 7/30

11:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Weekly story time with activities. 

7/16 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

7/9, 7/16,  4:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Summer Art Workshops (ages 12-17). Led by Valley Arts Council member, Rich DiCarlo. All materials
7/23. 7/30     will be provided. Keep your artistic skillsets exercised & in peak form! 

FRIDAYS: 
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(Registration is requested for all Special Events.)

Reoccurring Programs in August

THURSDAYS: 
8/6  10:00 am  Toddler Time (ages 1-2 yrs.). Weekly story time for toddler and parent(s). Caregivers welcome.
 11:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Weekly story time with activities.    

8/20. 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

8/6, 8/13,  10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.
8/20, 8/27      
 
FRIDAYS:
8/7 1:30 pm  Funtastic Fridays! (ages 4-11). A different activity each week: bingo, crafts, game day,    
     movie matinee & more! 
    

 
                        
               

        
     
MONDAYS: 
8/3, 8/10  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm  Teen Chess Club (ages 12-17). All levels invited to practice strategies.

   
  

WEDNESDAYS:
8/5 6:30 pm  Resume “Right-ing” session. Participants can either start from scratch or bring copies of their existing 
     resumes and cover letters for review and optimizing

8/5, 8/12 11:00 am  Crafty Kids (ages 5-11). A different art/craft project offered each week..
 
8/5, 8/12, 10:00 am - Noon   Local History Info Session. August’s topic: The Floods of 1955. Research assistance will also  
8/19, 8/26     be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.     
 
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
 
8/5, 8/12 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Lego.

8/19 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

8/26 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, Lucia, Lucia by Adriana Trigiani. Bring a bag lunch.  
     Dessert and beverage  provided. 
     

TUESDAYS: 
8/4, 8/11, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. August’s topic: The Floods of 1955. Research assistance will also   
8/18, 8/25     be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
    

Sweet Maria’s cupcake decorating 
class was one of the highlights 
of our spring programming.  
As Maria said, “Sweetness Counts!”

Special Events

3-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 4-9). Music & movement program.
 1:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.
 1:30 pm STEM Program for Girls (grs. 2-5). Create, design,test & take home a project using everyday items.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) Relax and see your creativity emerge.
4-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Farm to Table (ages 8-12) cooking demo presented by Stacey Ference.
 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Superhero Movie Matinee (ages 12-17). Light snacks will be provided.  
6-THURSDAY: 1:30 pm Water Wizards (grs. 1-4) presented by the Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.
7-FRIDAY: 1:30 pm Live Animal Encounter  (grs. K-4) presented by Imagine Nation Museum Early Learning Center.
10-MONDAY: 11:00 am Read to Payson (ages 5-11) Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog.
 6:30 pm Introduction to Handwriting Analysis with David DeWitt, certified graphoanalyst.
11-TUESDAY: 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Teen Career Forum (ages 12-17) presented by John Saccu from Derby Youth Service Bureau.
13-THURSDAY: 3:30 pm - 4:40 pm Club Wrap Party (ages 12-17).Celebrate your summer of heroic triumphs. Pizza & prizes!
14-FRIDAY: 11:00 am Mr. Magic - End of Summer Celebration (ages 3-11). Certificates will be awarded for reading club.
17-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Adult Reading Club Summer Farewell Party!
21-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach (formerly CT Works) presents Create a Great Resume.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public.
24-MONDAY: 6:30 pm An Evening with the Gillettes presented by Harold and Teddie Niver.
31-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Norman Rockwell’s America presented by Gordon Williams. 

            

(ages 1-2 yrs.). Weekly story time for toddler and parent(s). Caregivers welcome.

Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 

Bring a bag lunch.  

        Registration is requested for all programs. Local History Info Sessions, Resume “Right-ing”, Sports Talk & Tech Time are on a drop-in basis.

Even though Mother Nature forced
us to hve our Annual Teddy Bear
Picnic inside, no one seemed to
mind!



 

 

 
                     
 
                     
 
 
                    
 
                   
 
 

THURSDAYS: 
8/6  10:00 am  Toddler Time (ages 1-2 yrs.). Weekly story time for toddler and parent(s). Caregivers welcome.
 11:00 am  Preschool Story Time (ages 3-5). Weekly story time with activities.    

8/20. 10:00 am  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

8/6, 8/13,  10:00 am  Sports Talk Series (all ages) with Rich Marazzi. Trivia contests, videos, lively conversation & more.
8/20, 8/27      
 
FRIDAYS:
8/7 1:30 pm  Funtastic Fridays! (ages 4-11). A different activity each week: bingo, crafts, game day,    
     movie matinee & more! 
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8/19, 8/26     be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.     
 
 1:00 pm   Wednesday Movie Matinees (18+). Newly released DVDs will be shown and light snacks provided. 
 
8/5, 8/12 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  YA Wednesdays (ages 12-17).Nintendo Wii, board games and Lego.

8/19 6:30 pm  Tech Time: Bring Your Tech-Related Questions!

8/26 12:30 pm  Lunchtime Book Discussion, Lucia, Lucia by Adriana Trigiani. Bring a bag lunch.  
     Dessert and beverage  provided. 
     

TUESDAYS: 
8/4, 8/11, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Local History Info Session. August’s topic: The Floods of 1955. Research assistance will also   
8/18, 8/25     be available on topics such as genealogy, prominent local figures & more.
    

3-MONDAY: 10:30 am Turn it Up! (ages 4-9). Music & movement program.
 1:30 pm Lego Time (ages 4-11). All level of building skills invited. Materials supplied.
 1:30 pm STEM Program for Girls (grs. 2-5). Create, design,test & take home a project using everyday items.
 6:30 pm Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse Craft Class (18+) Relax and see your creativity emerge.
4-TUESDAY: 1:00 pm Farm to Table (ages 8-12) cooking demo presented by Stacey Ference.
 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Superhero Movie Matinee (ages 12-17). Light snacks will be provided.  
6-THURSDAY: 1:30 pm Water Wizards (grs. 1-4) presented by the Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.
7-FRIDAY: 1:30 pm Live Animal Encounter  (grs. K-4) presented by Imagine Nation Museum Early Learning Center.
10-MONDAY: 11:00 am Read to Payson (ages 5-11) Share a book with Payson, our volunteer therapy dog.
 6:30 pm Introduction to Handwriting Analysis with David DeWitt, certified graphoanalyst.
11-TUESDAY: 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm Teen Career Forum (ages 12-17) presented by John Saccu from Derby Youth Service Bureau.
13-THURSDAY: 3:30 pm - 4:40 pm Club Wrap Party (ages 12-17).Celebrate your summer of heroic triumphs. Pizza & prizes!
14-FRIDAY: 11:00 am Mr. Magic - End of Summer Celebration (ages 3-11). Certificates will be awarded for reading club.
17-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Adult Reading Club Summer Farewell Party!
21-FRIDAY: 10:00 am - Noon American Job Search Career Coach (formerly CT Works) presents Create a Great Resume.  
 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm The workshop is free and open to the public.
24-MONDAY: 6:30 pm An Evening with the Gillettes presented by Harold and Teddie Niver.
31-MONDAY: 6:30 pm Norman Rockwell’s America presented by Gordon Williams. 
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TECH CORNER
Marc Weissman

Sta� Picks

Our new builder table has proven 
to be a popular addition to the Children’s Room!

Cathy Williams The Guest Cottage by Nancy Thayer 
Sue Sherman Shells! Shells! Shells! by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace  
    (Children’s Room)
Kathy Wilson The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Ann Mirisola Last One Home by Debbie Macomber
Tony DeLos Better Nate Than Ever by Tim Federle (Young Adult)
Mary Bisaccia The Air We Breathe by Andrea Barrett
Lorraine Piazza Silver Thaw by Catherine Anderson
Gabriella Novak         The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson 
                                     (Children’s Room)
Brian Karkut                Charlie Plays Ball by Ree Drummond (Children’s Room)
Marc Weissman          The Boys of Winter by Wayne Coffey 
Mary Householder      Compulsion by Allison Brennan
Andrew Bisaccia         Lost in the Cosmos:The Last Self-Help Book by Walker Percy

by Tim Federle (Young Adult)by Tim Federle (Young Adult)

 by Natalie Savage Carlson  by Natalie Savage Carlson 

 by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace   by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace  
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    There is still plenty of time to join the summer reading program and be a part of our exciting 
calendar of activities. Whether your child is a beginner, experienced or reluctant reader, they 
will find books on displays throughout the Children’s Room featuring the titles from the 
Governor’s Reading Challenge lists, the 2016 Nutmeg Award nominees, the Countdown to 
Kindergarten Calendar reading picks and, of course, books in recognition of our Every Hero
Has a Story reading club theme. While suggested reading lists are a great starting point and 
guide for parents, it has been proven through extensive studies across the country that kids 
will turn more pages and find summer reading a more enjoyable experience if they are part 
of the selection process. This simple concept of giving your child a role in choosing books 
at their grade/reading level, whether based on their interests or favorite author, can assist 
you in nurturing your child’s reading skills.  
    I thought this would be the perfect time to 
update our families on some of the resources 
available in the Children’s Room. While we 
have 4 public access computers for our young 
patrons, we also have 2 iPads for in-library 
use. They can be useful tools for students 
interested in accessing Lexia over the summer,
for those participating in the Governor’s 
Reading Challenge or DPL’s summer reading 
club (online registration/participation available 
this year) and can come in handy when 
completing your school summer packets. 
We also have 2 computers designated just 
for parents.  
    If you’re looking for something more hands-on, 
spend some time at our newly acquired Builder Table or drop in for one of our Lego Time 
programs. We will also be offering weekly Crafty Kids classes on Wednesdays through 
August 12 with craft projects such as clay creations, painting, finger knitting (the latest craze in 
knitting that requires nothing more than your fingers and yarn) and more!  A sample of each 
week’s project is on display. All levels of skill are welcome! There is no fee to attend and 
materials will be supplied.  
    If the heat of summer is starting to take its toll, cool down with thoughts of winter (yes, winter) 
as we celebrate Christmas in July the week of July 6 with a bunch of great activities, including 
a visit from children’s author Tara Andrews reading her book No Peanuts for Santa followed 
by a holiday craft project. Also, a Frozen themed Turn It Up! music and movement program 
featuring songs from the popular hit movie. Or join us for a “snow” art project presented by 
the Regional Water Authority’s Whitney Water Center.    
    Look no further if your child has an interest in tapping into their culinary skills this summer. There 
will be two Cooking Demos for kids in July and August facilitated by Stacey Ference.
    If you are unable to travel to the museum this summer, no worries, they will be taking a 
road trip to visit us! Imagine Nation Museum and Early Learning Center will stop by with two 
educational, hands-on programs featuring Kaleidoscope of Colors and Animal Encounter 
highlighting several residents of their Southwestern Greenscape. Speaking of animals, the 
CT DEEP’s Kellogg Environmental Center will present Our Hero the Frog and Sidekick 
Toad educating us on frogs native to CT, giving us an insight to their adaptations allowing 
them powers to hibernate, camouflage, sing and jump.  
    The Library has partnered with Girl Scouts of CT to schedule a four week session of STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) programs for girls in grades 2-5.  
    We will end our summer with a celebration on Friday, August 14 when Mr. Magic (Richard 
Rothenstein) awes our families with his amazing magical talents. Certificates for those who 
participated in our reading club will also be awarded during the program.    
    These are just some of our summer events. Check the newsletter calendar for the full list. 
For more details or to register, please contact the Children’s Room or check the Library’s website.  
    Looking ahead . . . registration for our fall story time session 
begins on August 17!
    
    

    Greetings Teen Zone fans! The Teen Summer Reading Club is in full 
swing and this year’s theme, UNMASK, seems to have struck a “mysterious” 
cord around the Teen Zone. Whether you are reading titles from your school 
summer reading list or the newly added super hero titles in our graphic 
novels collection, you will have the option of sharing them by either writing 
short reports, talking with me, or new this year, logging them in electronically 
by using Litkeeper.  Much like the most currently popular superheroes, the 
ultimate goal for club members is to discover their own personal superpowers 
       through a variety of adventurous programs specially formulated to 
              maximize total entertainment and enjoyment over the summer.
                     Some of the challenging programs you’ll experience include a 
            Teen Makerspace Workshop where participants will each build and 
            race their own simple brushbots while learning about basic electronics.  
            Superhero enthusiasts are also invited to a Graphic Novel Comic 
           Con where there will be an opportunity to defend a favorite 
           character’s powers, abilities, and predict future triumphs! There will 
           also be Teen Superhero Matinees, as well as Superhero Trivia 
           through the duration of 8-weeks of fun and excitement. It all 
          culminates in a Club Wrap Party with food and prizes. These are just 
       a few of the offerings we have in store. Check the calendar for a 
    complete listing.
        Registration is on-going through the middle of July and can be done by 
    either calling the Library, visiting our website, or just coming on in and sign 
                                                                                    up in person. You’ll get 
                                                                                    the club flyer listing all 
                   the Teen programs as 
                   well as a 
                    commemorative gift. 
                    See you ‘round 
     the Zone!    

Always popular, 
Teen Tie-Dye 
returns to the 
Library this 
summer.
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    “Summer’s here and the time is right for dancing in the streets,”
Martha Reeves once memorably sung. Well, not only that, but the 
time is also right for Derby Public Library’s Summer Reading 
Programs to go electronic. New for this year, patrons have the 
option to submit their comments online via LitKeeper, a program 
that allows registrants to view other readers’ comments as well as 
keep track of their own. The Library will continue to offer comment 
cards for those who wish to submit hand-written reviews to be 
displayed in our beautiful foyer, thus giving you two ways to 
participate. For prize awards, electronic and hand-written 
submissions will be combined into  unified drawing pools so 
everyone has an equal chance to win regardless of the chosen 
entry method.
    To submit reviews electronically, simply go online to the Library’s 
home page at www.derbypubliclibrary.org and click on the “Summer 
Reading Program” icon. If you are a first-time submitter, select the 
“Sign-Up” button. Then select the appropriate Summer Reading 
Program (Adult, Teen or Children) and create your user profile as 
the form indicates. Once registered, you can enter each book’s 
specifications (title, author, genre) along with your comments.  
After review, Library staff will post submissions on LitKeeper for 
all registrants to see.
    While you probably already know that the Library provides free 
access to Wowbrary, a helpful service that highlights our newest 
books, movies and music, making it easy for you to browse through 
our latest additions and place a hold on a new title. Did you also 
know that you can sign up for its free weekly email service by 
simply clicking on the Wowbrary icon on the Library’s home page? 
Select the “Sign Up” option, enter your email address and you will 
receive notices of all our new items directly!  Of course, if you have 
any questions about these or other services please email us through 
our website’s “Contact Us” page, call us at 736-1482 or stop on by. 
Happy Summer Reading! 


